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<r ALDERSGATE ADVOCATE

Pastoral Letter — June 2025 “Thank you, Aldersgate!”

It feels like yesterday when | was
camping with my family in New Hampshire in
March 2022. As we were having dinner at the
camper, | received a call from my district
superintendent, who said, “The bishop is
appointing you to Aldersgate UMC in
Chelmsford, MA.” My immediate response
was, “Where is Chelmsford?”

| still vividly remember the day | arrived
at the parsonage. As we entered the house, we
were so touched by the sign that said,
“Welcome to Chelmsford!” The sign even had
all the names of my family. Peter and Roger came to greet us at the house. Roger even ordered a
couple of pizzas for us from Zesty’s Pizza. What a treat it was! We found a box with cards with
welcoming words and gift cards, even including one for H-Mart in Burlington. | thought to
myself, “Hmm... these people know us.”

For the past three years, | have been amazed and amused by the quality of our leadership,
passion for worship, commitment to Christian education, and expanding heart for mission and
outreach. At my first VBS, | was deeply touched by the many adult volunteers who taught the
class, prepared the snacks, and assisted in many different ways. I still have the picture of Daniel
serving at St. Paul in Lowell on his birthday. All the other volunteers from Aldersgate surrounded
him, singing a happy birthday song. What a happy memory we made!

When | shared with the congregation that my son Daniel was diagnosed to be on the
borderline of autism spectrum, many of you came to give us a hug. Amid uncertainty and
brokenness, you comforted my family with kind words and prayer, even sharing your own
struggles. During Lent, | remember sitting in the pew, singing in harmony with the congregation,
and being inspired by the message that our laities preached. Countless breakfasts and potluck
lunches. Many fun events with our youth group and Sunday school. Above all, many smiles and
kind words we exchanged.

You might have noticed that I often begin the worship service, “I do not take this day for
granted. What a privilege it is to celebrate another Sunday with one another!” Such a thought
came from the pandemic when | had to stand in the empty sanctuary and preach to the camera,
visualizing all those who were sitting in (their) pews on Sundays. I just did not know that simply
gathering with those we love could be a privilege for which to be grateful. Besides, as a Methodist




pastor, my appointment is supposed to be annual. In other words, if | were to stay another year
with the church, | am reappointed to the current church so that | could assess my current
appointment and renew my vision and goal for ministry for the following year. Knowing that my
time with Aldersgate would come to an end at some point helped me appreciate each Sunday and
week more special, giving thanks to God for bringing us together as a new family bound by the
love of God for us.

The author of Ecclesiastes tells us that there is a “season and a time for every matter under
heaven.” While three years may feel like a short time, I believe that my family and I have grown
mature, learning to plant, weep, laugh, mourn, embrace, and love. Looking back on my past three
years at Aldersgate UMC, | am grateful to God for refreshing my joy in ministry and reminding
me why God called me to this vocation in the first place. When | began my ministry as a young
man, | thought that my job was to turn the church around, grow the budget, and increase the
attendance. However, God has taught me to find joy in being together, first and foremost. God
sends us out to love one another because God is the One who first loved us (1 John 4:19).
Whenever we gather, we celebrate who God is for us and what God is already doing through us.
Being at Aldersgate was nothing but joy.

Now, as Pastor John has been appointed to be the next pastor, | am sure that you will
welcome him and his family, Elizabeth, Will, Leila, and Sybil, with the warm heart of Aldersgate.
While you may celebrate what we have accomplished and planted in the past three years, | hope
you are also open to the wisdom and leadership of Pastor John, as he comes highly recommended
by the bishop and the cabinet. He is a good preacher, pastor, leader, and teacher. Besides, he has
been a good friend of mine for almost two decades. He is a good man.

As | continue to heal from my leg injury well, thanks to your prayers and support, and pack
for a move, | want to leave you with these words, as God taught Moses to bless the Israelites in
this way.

The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make God’s face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

The Lord lift up God’s countenance upon you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)
Thank you, Aldersgate!

Pastor Bob

Coming Up at Aldersgate - June - July 2025
Graduation brunch (9:30-10:30 am) and recognition (10:45 am) June 8
Father’s Day breakfast: June 15, 9:00 — 10:30 am Last Sunday for two Services June 15"
One Service at 9:30 June 22" Pastor Bob’s Farewell Celebration
July 4" booth: July 3, 4:00 — 8:00 pm, July 4, 8:00 am — 1:00 pm
July 6" Pastor John’s first Sunday with us at 9:30



A Note From Pastor John

Dear Members of Aldersgate UMC and Siblings in Christ,

| am writing to say how excited my family and | are to move to Chelmsford and how
anxious we are to get to know you! We have received many of your kind and thoughtful letters
and well wishes and | cannot tell you how grateful we are for that and what a difference it makes.
As many of you likely know, moves aren’t always easy (especially for the younger ones who
can’t really remember the last time we did this). This move is an opportunity for us all, I think,
to be reminded of what it is to serve the Christ who, so often, found himself as guest and as host—
in fact, who calls us to live life together around his table sometimes sharing, sometimes receiving,
always learning what it is to give ourselves afresh to such a way of life. We are very much looking
forward to discovering what it will be to live such a life among you!

Blessings and Grace!
Pastor John

We Move to One Service at 9:30 am on June 22

Mark your calendars! We continue with two services at 8:30 am and 10:45 am in June through,
and including, June 15. We move to our summer service schedule of one service, at 9:30 am,
beginning on June 22.

Pastor Bob’s Farewell

Pastor Bob’s last Sunday with us at Aldersgate is June 22. Please join us for what promises to
be a special service that day at 9:30. That service will be followed by a catered meal in the
Fellowship Hall celebrating the Jon family’s time with us. We hope you can attend the meal,
where we will have the opportunity to express our love and appreciation for them and bless them
on their next adventure.

As Pastor Bob moves on to his new assignment as Green Mountain (Vermont) District
Superintendent, we want to thank him for his service here at Aldersgate. If you would like to
make a monetary contribution to his farewell gift, please make your donation by June 15. You
may write a check to Aldersgate with “Pastor Bob’s farewell gift” in the memo and place it in the
offering plate, give it to an usher, or bring it to Betsy in the church office.

Welcoming Pastor John and Family

Pastor John Whitley and his family — his wife Elizabeth, their children Will (age 17), Leila (16)
and Sybil (8), and their dog Brody — will be moving into the Parsonage in late June. One way
we’d like to welcome them is with a basket of cards and notes from the congregation, greeting
them to Chelmsford and Aldersgate. We would like to gather the cards prior to their arrival and
provide the collection in a basket, rather than mailing the cards to the Parsonage, so they are all
together and can be read at the family’s leisure. If you would like to share a note of welcome,
please drop it off with Betsy in the church office or give it to Dan Ward (SPRC chair) or Peter
Smyton (Council chair), by Monday, June 23.



An Open Letter to Pastor Bob

Dear Pastor Bob,

As you transition from serving us here at Aldersgate, we want to thank you for the work and
service you have provided us all during your time here.

How do we thank you for being our shepherd?

For leading us in a humble, Christian way.

For sharing the word of God and the ways you have touched our lives.

For letting God minister to us through you.

For sharing your extraordinary family — Sungha, Daniel, and Joshua — to be a faithful part
of our church family.

For your spiritual guidance, leadership, and friendship.

For your collaborative spirit in work with the laity of the church.

For giving excellent sermons.

For how you have mentored the next generation of pastors through internships and the
Local Pastor’s Licensing School.

For sharing your joy of music with us by singing, playing the piano, and playing your
guitar

For your words of wisdom and strong faith.

For inspiring us to begin a Green Sunday program and to focus on taking care of God’s
creation.

For your integrity and excellent judgment.

For sharing your personal experiences to help teach us how to live and love as Christians.
For introducing “Trunk or Treat” so we can welcome the community in fellowship.
For your on-going reminder for us to focus on the cross.

For your hard work and the sacrifices you have made for us.

For introducing the GriefShare program to us.

For the words of encouragement that inspire us all.

For leading us through our on-going Inclusivity journey.

For your warmth, kindness, and goodwill.

For the love and fellowship you have shared with our youth and children.

For your selflessly serving the residents of D’Youville Life and Wellness Community.
For being there when we are going through difficult times.

For being a role model of loving and living your Christian faith.

For being a difference-maker and life changer in our church and community.



There are so many ways that you have blessed us. We thank you from the bottom of our
collective hearts for your love and care. As you take your next step in your spirit journey as
Green Mountain District Superintendent, may God constantly bless you with the strength to
continue to do His work. Aldersgate is a better church, and we, the congregation, are better
Christians because you were here.

We Welcome Rev. Dr. John B. Whitley and His Family
Rev. Dr. John B. Whitley (Pastor John) who will be recommended to be our new
{4 pastor at the 2025 Annual Session of the New England Conference later this month.
Pastor John comes to us from Milford UMC in Milford, NH, where he has been
serving since 2017, with his wife, Elizabeth, and their children, Will, age 17, Leila,
age 16, and Sybil, age 8.

Pastor John is originally from Florida. He received his Master of Arts in Religion from
Yale Divinity School and Doctor of Theology at Harvard Divinity School. During that time, he served
as an Instructor, Teaching Fellow, and on staff of the Harvard Theological Review. Pastor John’s
pastoral ministry includes serving as a spiritual counselor in Florida, a pastoral intern in Virginia, and as
a Licensed Local Pastor at Community UMC in Brighton, MA, before becoming ordained as an elder
and serving at Milford UMC.

Our Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) was very impressed with how good of a fit Pastor John is
for Aldersgate. He is collaborative, inclusive, gracious, and appreciative of the gifts and passions of the
staff and laity of the church. He seeks to equip and empower others in service to God. He views his
approach to be Christ-centric, invitational, communal, and sacramental. He cares deeply about the youth
in the church and has been on the Board of Directors at Camp Wanakee in NH since 2017, serving as the
chair for the last two years. He and Pastor Bob know each other quite well and have served together at
the Local Pastor Licensing School since 2022. His pastoral leadership style and approach to preaching
really match what the SPRC feels best suits our church culture. The entire committee felt very
comfortable that he will fit right in at Aldersgate and is well equipped to lead us into our future.

There is a Transition Team that has formed and elsewhere in this Advocate is news about plans for how
we will say good-bye to Pastor Bob and his family, and welcome and get to know Pastor John and his
family with the warmth and graciousness that the Aldersgate family is known for.
The process of transitioning from Pastor Bob to Pastor John is becoming clear. Some key milestones in
that transition are:

e June 22: we celebrate Pastor Bob’s last Sunday with us

e June 23: Pastor Bob and family move to Vermont

e June 25: Pastor John and family arrive (tentative move date)

e June 29: worship led by our District Superintendent, Rev. Megan Stowe

e July 6: celebrate and welcome Pastor John and family

There will be a lot of activity between now and when Pastor John steps into the Aldersgate pulpit, so
please stay tuned for more details.

If you have any questions or want to know more about why we are excited about our future with Pastor
John, please reach out to anyone on the SPRC committee: Dan Ward (chair), Marcia Dana, Clewis Howe,



Steve Johnson, Susan Lewis, Sherri Panneton, Lee Pender, Jay Turchinetz, and Jane Vooys, or the
Transition Team: Dan Ward (chair), Pastor Bob, Pastor Maylis, Elaine Brown, Betsy Campbell, Don
Goodick, Susan Lewis, Charles McCrea, Jim Ortolf, Peter Smyton, Roger Whitehead, and Lee Williams.

Thursday Morning Bible Study Summer Break
We will break for the summer and resume this study in September.

Summer Break for Sunday Morning Adult Education

We will take a break for the summer. We will be back in September with another opportunity to dive
deeper into your faith!

Early Bird
Early Bird Bible Application will conclude the Spring session on Tuesday 10 June. The schedule
will be as follows:
3 June Only Trust Him
10 June A Puzzling Faith
We will break for the summer following the 10 June gathering

Single Ladies Dining Out
Single Ladies Dining Out will have lunch together on June 14" at 1pm at Good S
Thymes, 1278 Gorham St., Lowell, MA 01852. Please RSVP by Thursday June 12th
to Betsy Campbell at aldersgatechelmsford@verizon.net or 978-256-9400 or so that
she can reserve a table large enough. If you are a single lady and would enjoy a dinner out and
lots of fun conversation, we would love to have you join us. Please talk to Betsy for more
information.

Women’s Daytimers Breakfast Club
Breakfast club will not meet in July or August.
We will meet Friday June 20 at 10 am at Classic Kitchen in Westford
Please contact Chantale to be added to list so she has an accurate headcount for the reservation.

Book Club in the Concord Room and on Zoom
June 24 will be “All the Colors of the Dark” by Chris Whitaker, Kim Wards pick.
July 29" will be “Shanghai Girls” by Lisa See, Deb Benson’s Pick.
August 26" will be “We begin at the End”, by Chris Whitaker. Ken Tea pick.
If you have a suggestion for an upcoming book let Deb Benson know.
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Birthdays and Anniversaries — June
We celebrate a Happy Birthday and a Happy Anniversary for the following:

When you see them, you can celebrate with them or send them a card on their special day.
June Birthdays

June 1 — Susan Lewis

June 7 — Carmen Umana

June 8 — Joe Benson

June 9 — Peter Fipphen

June 13 — Rick Newcomb . RTH N
June 18 — Mike Shupe BL A!Y
June 21 - Val Shupe R
June 21 — Jen van Buren
June 21 — Owen C.

June 23 - David Driscoll
June 23 - Joshua Jon
June25 — Laurel Ash

June Anniversaries o @ s B
June 18 - David and Betsey Driscoll wedding anniversary wma&
June 29 — Jan and Frank Shumbata wedding anniversary "‘gNN.VSARYQ

June 19 -Melvin and Harriet’s anniversary
June 30" -Kathrine and Jake’s anniversary

If we have missed your big days, please send them by email, to Betsy in the office at
aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net or call 978-256-9400 so she can add your names
and dates to the lists for the Advocates for the coming months. We can then
recognize the milestones in your life and celebrate with you.

Join us for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat this Summer!

MIDDLE SCHOOL/SENIOR HIGH MUSIC THEATRE
Camp at Mechuwana, Winthrop ME July 27-August 2

Grades 6-12 Campers participate in acting, singing, dancing, & technical assistance. Led by
professional performance artists and seasoned theatre musicians, cabin counselors, and Bible teachers,
this week of fun and miracles concludes with two performances. Meet new friends and participate in
a full range of activities and spiritual experiences. $535 with 50+% scholarships available.

Contact Bonnie Marden (978-846-1260) or bonmarden@gmail.com for more information or
visit https://www.mechuwana.org/summer-camps

Summer Camp Programs

The New England Conference offers many summer camping opportunities for all
ages. Please visit this website: www.neumc.orgcampsandretreatcenters to find out
more information. There are scholarships available to all children and youth who
attend a camp program, thanks to our Doris Miller Camp Scholarship Fund.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
Children Ages 4 — 12
August 11 - 15, 9:00 a.m. - noon

Summer is just around the corner, and here at Aldersgate UM.C. we’re planning an exciting
Vacation Bible School experience! Sign up today for God’s Big Backyard VBS!

With God’s Big Backyard VBS, get ready for an outdoor adventure that starts in our own backyard
and gets bigger each day as we take the love of Jesus into our homes, neighborhoods, and
communities. Kids of all ages will experience God’s Word, meet real-life servants, plus explore and
create through fun-filled crafts, snacks, and games.

The cost for participating is $20.00 per child with a family max of $60.00.
Registration forms are available online or downstairs.

If you have any questions, or would like to help, please see Lee Williams.

VACATION
A.czg.usst B.BLE Q?;
e SCHOOL 7™

REGISTER MUSIC
SN GAMES
é“’}‘ '§E CRAFTS

BIBLE STORIES
AND MORE!

ALDERSGATE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

242 BOSTON RD
CHELMSFORD MA


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGI1bhWSoEezLIcA2C7U_-25Km9oo2jw8DMSZEDGkAer0Brg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117182762126812159080

United Methodist Church

242 Boston Road, Chelmsford, MA 01824

August 11-15, 2025
9:00 a.m. - noon
For children 4 - 12 years old
Cost to register $20.00 per child
Family max of $60.00

‘T ALDERSGATE  VBS Registration Form
\

Student's Name

Parent/Family/Guardian Name

Address

E-mail Address

Phone Numbers: Cell Work Home
Date of birth Age Last school grade completed
Home Church (if any)

Friends of your child at this church

Special Needs/Allergies/Medical Information/Other:

Emergency Contacts
Name Phone

Name Phone

Name(s) of person(s) who may pick up this child from VBS

Photo Release: Aldersgate United Methodist Church has my permission to use my child's
photograph publicly in VBS materials. I understand the images may be used in print publications,
online publications, presentations, websites, and social media. I also understand that no royalty,
fee or other compensation shall become payable to me by reason of such use.

Parent/Guardian’s signature: Date



CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

Thank You Church School Teachers!

We are so blessed to have such caring and dedicated teachers!

PreK - 2 Grade Teachers: Dottie Newcomb, Sungha Jon,
Laura Brown & Susan Hunt

THANK YOU TO OUR _ i
St ScHOOL 3rd—5th Grade Teachers: Jim Ortolf & Marlene Breen

TERCHERS 6th - 8th Grade Teachers: David Jones & Dan Ward
High School Teachers: David Driscoll, Lee Pender, & Peter Smyton

&

~=

Az A High School Recognition Sunday - June 8"
/

776NN
. ’ # % J’M Congratulations to the following youth who will be
graduating from High School:
G B A D U AT u O N b Samuel Rodriguez
‘\i(/‘ s U N D A Y \\]/[: Michael Jenkins

N IR . . .

b JUNE 8TH /i R We will recognize our graduates during the 10:45 a.m.
Congratulations to our youth who will be : :

{1 graduating from High School: » WorShlp SerVICC’

4 Samuel Rodriguez .
5 Mk Fiie] Toasbis 3 There will be a brunch. for .all from ?:30 —.10330 a.m.
We will recognize our graduates during the as we celebrate this milestone in their life!
+ 10:45 a.m. Worship Service.

_] x
» S
2 There will be a brunch for ) 3 ¢

class of all from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. ,
ﬁ 5 as we celebrate this ¢ /
AmV25 special milestone! &/}

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP
This fellowship group is for youth in grades 5" — 7" grade.
Friends are abways welcome!
Play Ball!
Friday, June 13, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.
() Join us for outdoor ball games, like kickball, mini-soccer and volleyball.
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP
All youth in grades 8 — 12 are welcome to join us at any time.
Youth Mission Trip meeting (7" graders will join us)
Sunday, June 1%, 10:00 — 10:30 a.m.
All youth interested in attending our mission trip and their parents should plan on attending.




Father’s Day Breakfast (7 graders will join us)
Sunday, June 15%, 8:00 a.m. — 10:30 a.m.
unday, Ju a a %

Come help cook and serve breakfast! (fundraising points)

July 4® Booth
Thursday, July 3 & Friday, July 4*
Please sign up for a time to work on Thursday evening or Friday morning,.

Summer Youth Mission Trip

A July 14" — 18
S

Our youth mission trip is open to any youth finishing grades 7-12.
We will be traveling to Camp Wanakee in Meredith, NH. We will do a service
NI project at the campground and have fun together as we serve our community.

"

Please see Lee Williams if you are interested in joining us!

College Graduates
Congratulations to our recent college graduates! We are so proud of you.
Please let us know if we missed any graduates so we can celebrate their accomplishments.

Bethany Ward
Northeastern University

Master of Arts in English M,

Amelia Carol-Ann Hughes

University of New Hampshire

Bachelor of Science in Conservation and Wildlife Biology
Magna Cum Laude

Jillian Jones
Ohio University
Bachelor of Social Work

Jenna Ward
Clark University
Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Science and Policy

Morgan Wright
Saint Joseph's College
Bachelor of Science in Accounting and Finance



Baptisms June 8"
We are excited to baptize four people, Levi Dean, Andrew Pender, Alyxis Difenbach, and Tracy
Knox, at the second worship at 10:45 am on June 8, 2025. In UMC, baptism is a sacrament to affirm
one as a beloved child of God, also considered as an active door to disciples of Christ. As Aldersgate
family, we invite you to join us in welcoming these individuals as our new family in God!

Dear Aldersgate family,

As | continue my road to recovery, | am so thankful for your prayers. What a difference they do
make!

Your prayers and acts of kindness truly exemplify how a church family cares for each other. Thank
you for your thoughtfulness in ministering to my family and me during these past months.

A most special thank you to Pastor Bob and Sungha and Dottie Newcomb for their hospital and
home visits.

How richly blest | am to be a member of the Aldersgate family!

Love,
Jan Shumbata

Father’s Day Breakfast

N/ S d > 15th
oMY
FATHER'S

Egg Casserole
O DAY O Bacon & Sausage
Sliced Fruit
Pastries

Vegan/Gluten Free Options
All donations will go towards the youth mission trip to Camp Wanakee.




PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

FATHERS

DAY
Gronk

SUNDAY, JUNE 15
9:00 - 10:30 A.M.

v [1APY @

FATHER'S MENU

VL»[A\\YV * o n

EGG CASSEROLE
BACON & SAUSAGE
SLICED FRUIT
BAKED GOODS
VEGAN/GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS

ALL DONATIONS WILL GO TOWARDS
OUR MISSION TRIP TO CAMP WANAKEE.



Garden Club News

Thank you all for your generous support of the Garden Club’s plant swap and sale! We will use the
donations to maintain the church gardens and landscaping. Enjoy your new plants and seedlings!

Memorial Bench Installation

The Wetterwald family worked together to
prepare the foundation for a garden bench
in memory of Audrey Wetterwald. Chuck
Dascomb built the concrete base, assisted
by Audrey and Michael Dascomb, while Ed
Wetterwald supervised. We look forward to
seeing the finished project!




April 30, 2025

Dear Sponsor,

With Spring comes warmer weather and the start of my 2025 Pan-Mass Challenge outdoor training. The
PMC raises more money for charity than any other fund raising event in the country. Last year we
brought our total fundraising since 1980, to over $1 BILLION!! 100%
of every rider-raised dollar goes directly to the Dana Farber Cancer Institute.

This is my 20th year riding the PMC to help the Dana Farber doctors
¢ continue their life-saving work. Among their many developments, the
fdoctors at DFCI are making advances in targeted cancer treatments and
~ genetic research, identifying inherited genetic changes that increase the risk
of certain cancers. Early detection and early treatments increase the chances
for favorable outcomes.

' In 2006, | started riding the PMC for Erika, who succumbed to a brain tumor
= when she was just 6 years old. She used to tell people she “spells her name
with a “K” because it’s strong and straight, and she’s too bold for a curlyque “C.”

Then | kept riding for my husband Greg, who was treated at Dana-Farber for three years for a rare form
of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. Despite the excellent care we received, they couldn’t achieve a sustained
remission. We lost him in 2012.

| ride for my niece, Emily, who was diagnosed with leukemia when she was 6 years old. She
recently celebrated her 42nd birthday!

I ride for my partner, John, who is a 2 time cancer survivor. We have been given the gift of time together.
| ride so that others might have more time with the ones they love.

The list goes on, but you get the idea...

Researchers are making great strides in cancer treatment and ¥
care. Survivors are living longer with improved quality of life ¥
and every penny I raise toward that end is a triumph. That’s ¢
why it’s so important to me to continue to ride and raise money
to help Dana-Farber in their fight against cancer. My goal is to
raise $20,000 this year. Won’t you help me by giving what you
can? This is your chance to be a part of the cancer fighting force
that is the Pan-Mass Challenge.

If there is someone special that you would like me to ride for,
please share their name and whether it is in honor, or in
memory. You can donate online by clicking on this link:
https://profile.pmc.org/MDO0202. If you prefer, you can write a
check made out to PMC and mail it to me at 6 Sterling Lane,
Westford, MA 01886. ’

| thank you in advance for your generosity and your continued support.

Blessings,
Marcia
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