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Pastoral Letter – April 2025 “Because He Lives” 
 

Several years ago, I was enjoying coffee in downtown Portsmouth (NH), where I pastored my 
first church. As I sat on the bench at the bus station, another person came and sat next to me. I initiated 
a conversation with him and he introduced himself as Bill. I asked him, “So, where are you planning 
to go for Easter?” Bill answered, “I have no family to see and nowhere to go for Easter.” When I told 
him I was sorry, he said, “You don’t have to feel sorry for me. What differences does Easter make for 
us anyway?” Bill’s words made me think about our culture that people gather to celebrate with their 
families or friends on Easter, but the resurrection of Christ does not seem to be at the center of their 
celebration. As Bill said, “What differences does Easter make anyway?”  

As a pastor, I often shared similar sentiments. Only one month or so after Christmas, Lent came 
quickly and found me off guard. “Oh, my. What theme should I choose for this year?” Easter Sunday is 
usually cold, so I did not understand why people insisted on having the sunrise service at the beach or 
river when I, as a pastor, had so much to worry about before Easter service started. “How many visitors 
are coming today? “Can my sermon make my parishioners proud of me as their pastor?” “Can we find 
some ways to encourage these visitors to come back the next Sunday?” Honestly, I often felt like the 
resurrection of Christ was pushed to the side while being more worried about other things. I used to 
joke that on Easter, Christ was resurrected, but I went down to my tomb—bed. 

But everything changed for me during the pandemic. As we were dealing with the rising toll of 
death from the virus, shortage of supplies, fear of contact with another, and uncertainty of jobs and 
economy, I felt like we had to share the good news of Christ’s resurrection with our neighbors. So, I 
teamed up with Rev. Gil, a Baptist minister in the town who was expecting to retire that year. (What a 
year to retire from your ministry!) We contacted the local radio station to see if its owners would allow 
us to livestream the Sunrise service right in front of the radio station. Thankfully, they granted our 
requests and even set up all the equipment for us. So, on a cold Easter morning in 2020, Rev. Gil played 
the guitar and I the keyboard facing the town of Putnam, singing, “Because he lives, I can face 
tomorrow, because he lives, all fear is gone.”  

Bill and Gloria Gaither wrote their hymn “Because He Lives” when they discovered Gloria was 
pregnant. They were concerned about how they could bring a baby into their world when the US was 
going through a tumulus time in the 1960s due to racial tension and war. Besides, Bill contracted 
mononucleosis, which left him exhausted and depressed. She says, “This combination of national 
turmoil and personal trouble discouraged us, and we occasionally asked each other. ‘If the world is like 
this now, what will it be like for our baby in fifteen or sixteen years? What will this child face?’ While 
pondering and praying about these things, we came to realize anew that our courage doesn’t come 
from a stable world, for the world has never been stable. Jesus Himself was born in the cruelest 
of times. No, we have babies, raise families, and risk living because the Resurrection is true!”  



 

So, what does Easter make a difference to us? Everything! In a world devastated by death, fear, 
and hatred, Rev. Gil and I sang because we believed that there had to be the resurrection of Christ who 
would raise this broken world again. In a world where dying patients had to say farewell to their families 
or friends via their smartphones, there had to be the resurrection of Christ, who would wipe their tears 
and allow them to be reunited again in God’s kingdom. In a world driven by political leaders who were 
more interested in maintaining their privilege over caring for the poor and weak in our society, there 
had to be the resurrection of Christ, who rose again after the violent death on the cross for his 
challenges to the powers and principalities. Nothing could keep Jesus in the tomb. He is risen!  

According to Laurence H. Stookey, a liturgical scholar, there is a standard icon depicting the 
resurrection in Orthodox Christianity. Unlike our familiar Western art, the Eastern portrayal depicts 
Jesus in the underworld, standing atop the recently trampled gates of hell. Jesus holds the 
resurrection banner in one hand, and his other hand reaches out to a vast host of waiting people. At 
the front of the line are Adam and Eve, righteous Abel, the Patriarchs, and David and Solomon, followed 
by the whole of deceased humanity. The painting is based on Ephesians 4:8 which is a citation of Psalm 
68:18. “He led a host of captives.” In other words, the resurrection of Christ also means our victory over 
death. As the Greek word for resurrection means “the standing up again,” Therefore, Christ’s 
resurrection means that we stand up with Christ in joy and hope together.  

This Easter, I pray that Easter will be different for us. I pray we may encounter the risen Christ 
who gives us hope in the midst of our personal and communal struggles. Paul wrote, “If we died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him” (Romans 6:8). Our life of resurrection does not begin 
just after our death. Instead, it begins here now as we gather to proclaim Christ as our Lord, share the 
bread together, forgive one another, and care for the sick with the grace and compassion of God. 
Therefore, let us not be in despair over anything but stand up boldly with Christ, whom death could not 
captivate in the tomb. Let us follow Christ, who was already on the move, appearing to his disciples, 
forgiving them, and commissioning them to go out to the world.  
 
Link to the Easter Sunrise Service Rev. Gil and I led on April 12, 2020 
https://www.facebook.com/winyradio/videos/541296086809176 

           Pastor Bob Jon 
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Opportunities During Holy Week 

April 13   PALM / PASSION SUNDAY – Worship at 8:30 and 10:45 am 
 

April 17   HOLY THURSDAY – Seder Meal at 6:00 pm and Evening worship at 7:30 pm. 
Join us for a Jewish Seder meal as Jesus would have celebrated with His friends. To plan for 
food, please notify Betsy in the church office if you plan to attend, by Saturday, April 12.   
A service of Tenebrae and Holy Communion will follow at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  The 
service will be livestreamed, and a recording of the service will be posted on the church web 
site.   
 

April 18    GOOD FRIDAY – The Sanctuary will be open for prayer from noon to 3:00 pm. Soft music 
will   be played by Jane Vooys during that time. There will be a service at 3:00 pm with scripture 
and music led by Rev. Larry Jay from Rolling Ridge. 

 
April 19   EASTER EGG HUNT – Saturday at 10:00 – 11:30 am.  Friends are welcome!  

(Indoors if necessary!)  Join in for a morning of fun including crafts, a movie about the First 
Easter and a fabulous egg hunt!   

 
April 20    EASTER SUNDAY – 7:30 – 10:30 am.  Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall with worship 

at 8:30 and 10:45 am.  
 

Please Join Us for Lent This Season 

Each year we mark this holy season with mid-week worship with a reflection by one 

of our church family members, preceded by a soup supper in the Fellowship Hall.  

Our Wednesday evening in-person soup suppers and worship this year continues 

Wednesday, April 2, through Wednesday, April 9.  The supper will be held at 6:00 

pm in the Fellowship Hall, followed by the ~ 30-minute service in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm.  If 

you want to help provide bread and/or dessert for either or both remaining weeks, please contact 

Betsey Driscoll (betseylll@yahoo.com).  The worship theme this year is “Jesus’ Means of Grace” 

inspired by the text Five Means of Grace: Experience God’s Love the Weslyan Way by Elaine 

Heath.  Means of Grace are spiritual practices, and our focus is on five key methods: Prayer, 

Searching the Scriptures, The Lord’s Supper, Fasting and Christian Conferencing.  The service 

will be live-streamed and recorded.  Thanks to Christine Kelley, Suzanne Hevelone, and Debbie 

Smyton for leading the first three services.   

The schedule for the remaining Wednesday services is:             

          April 2   Christian Conferencing  Ray Brown 

 April 9   The Lord’s Supper   Dan Ward 

Deepen your faith as we rediscover the practices Jesus himself encouraged and modeled for his 

followers. Our Sunday discussion of the book and accompanying video series continues 

Sundays at 9:45 am in the Concord Room and concludes on April 27. Our Thursday 

morning group continues their study in the Concord Room at 10:00 am with Pastor Bob 

and concludes on April 10. Please join in whenever it is convenient for you. We will save you 

a seat!  Pick up a copy of the book for yourself to contemplate throughout the week at Cokesbury 

or Bookshop.org. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Save the Date for the Seder Meal on April 17 
 

Join us for a Jewish Seder meal like Jesus would have celebrated with His friends on Maundy 

Thursday, April 17, at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship, prior to the 7:30 pm service.  Thanks to Mike 

Kane for preparing and leading us in this event again this year.  Because the Easter and Passover 

calendars once again fall on the same week, we will also return to a more traditional meal and 

process.  This year we will have hard boiled eggs, Matzo Ball Soup, Charoset, Lemon curd roasted 

chicken, Broccoli Kugel, smashed potatoes, and Matzo crack for dessert.  Mike will have recipes 

for the charoset, kugel, potatoes and crack starting this Sunday.  Mike will also buy matzo for 

those that need it for recipes (regular & gluten free).  

 

PLEASE SIGN UP using the sheets in the Welcome area or notify Betsy in the church office to 

come, cook, or help setup or cleanup as soon as possible and no later than Saturday, April 12, so 

we can plan accordingly. Thanks again for participating in this rewarding tradition.  You are also 

welcome to invite friends!  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Single Ladies Dining Out 

 

Single Ladies Dining Out will have lunch together on April 26th at 1 

pm at Bahama Breeze at 413 Middlesex Rd. Tyngsborough, MA 

01879.  Please RSVP by Thursday April 24th to Betsy Campbell 978-

256-9400 or by email to aldersgatechelmsford@verizon.net so that she 

can reserve a table large enough.  If you are a single lady and would 

enjoy a dinner out and lots of fun conversation, we would love to have 

you join us. Please talk to Betsy for more information.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Women’s Daytimers Breakfast Club 

We meet once a month on Friday mornings at 10 am at a local restaurant for breakfast and 

socializing.  Please contact Chantale Shepard at 978-250-9573 for more details or if you are 

interested in being added to the email list. We welcome new members.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Club in the Concord Room and on Zoom 
 April 29, Master Slave Husband Wife by Ilyon Woo (Judy Walsh) 

May 27, James by Percival Everett (Melinda Goodick) 

If you have a suggestion for an upcoming book let Deb Benson know. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rummage Sale – Save the Date May 2nd and 3rd 

The beloved and famous rummage sale is back. Mark your calendars for May 2nd and May 3rd . 

Sign up sheets will be in the welcome area. We welcome your donated treasures but please no 

large furniture, electronics, or exercise equipment. Blessings, Outreach. Donations can be 

dropped off starting Sunday April 27th.   
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Children’s Book Drive for Lowell General Hospital 

Cub Scout Pack 107, led by Owen Brown, is organizing a Children’s Book 

Drive to benefit pediatric patients at Lowell General Hospital. We invite 

you to donate new children's books to bring comfort and joy to young 

patients during their hospital stay. 

A drop box for donations is available in the lobby through April 13th. All 

donations will be delivered to Lowell General Hospital to support their 

efforts in providing a welcoming and uplifting environment for children in need. 

Let’s come together as a church community to support this wonderful cause! If you have any 

questions or would like more information, please reach out to Ray Brown at 617-610-3933 or 

rbrown1818@gmail.com.   Thank you for your generosity! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Birthdays and Anniversaries – April 

We celebrate a Happy Birthday and a Happy Anniversary for the following:  

When you see them, you can celebrate with them or send them a card on their special day. 

April Birthdays 

April 1 – Cheryl Ortolf 

April 3 - Emmy’s birthday 

April 4 – Betty Champeaux 

April 4 – Kathrine Dean 

April 18 – Dawn Jones 

April 19 -Mary Jean Thurlow  

 

April Anniversaries 

Apr 18- Ben Myers and Jen van Buren anniversary 

If we have missed your big days, please send them by email, to Betsy in the office at 

aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net or call 978-256-9400 so she can add your names 

and dates to the lists for the Advocates for the coming months. We can then 

recognize the milestones in your life and celebrate with you.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Green Sunday 
April 27th  

 

Join us as we celebrate Green Sunday on Sunday, April 27, and welcome 
Grace Pugh Hubbard to deliver the message at our worship services.  Grace 
serves as the Climate Care Coordinator for the New England Conference of 
UMC.   

Watch for more details on recommended reading and viewing.  We are 
planning activities for the congregation to help us learn and take care of 
God’s creation. 

 

 

God’s Garden Update 

 

Thanks to everyone for joining the Garden Club in our “winter sowing” activity.  We planted seeds 
for cool-season crops in milk jugs.  When left outside, the seeds will sprout when they are ready, on 
nature’s timeline.  This should give us a head-start on transplanting the seedlings into the church 
garden.  We planted 14 containers of kale, lettuce, broccoli, zinnias, purple coneflowers and more.  
The lettuce has already sprouted! 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

Pancake Sunday! 
 
Our church school hosted a Pancake Sunday event this year and it was enjoyed by all!  Thank you 
to the youth for helping serve breakfast.  We had fun running pancake races and playing games! 



 

  

Valentines Thank-you 

To the special children of the church, 

 For all you do, your families must be very proud of you.  I still have the Valentine you made 
for me.  Keep up the good work. 

   Mrs. Judy Cassidy 

 

Scout Sunday 

Thank you to the Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Scouts BSA for wearing their uniforms on Scout 
Sunday and sharing their experiences in scouting with us. 

 



 

Camp Sunday 
 
We celebrated Camp Sunday with Leslie Drew, assistant director of Camp Wanakee, who spoke to 
us about the fun summer camp opportunities at Wanakee.  Thank you to Jenna, Finn and Matthias 
for sharing their summer camp experiences with us!  There are brochures for Camp Wanakee, 
Camp Mechuwana, and Camp Aldersgate downstairs.  Scholarships are available from the Doris 
Miller Camp Scholarship Fund. 

 

Easter Egg Filling 

Can you help fill Easter eggs with a piece of candy or a small toy for our Easter Egg Hunt?  Please 
pick up a bag of empty eggs from the church foyer and return them by Sunday, April 13.  Thank 
you! 

 

VBS Planning Meeting 

Sunday, April 27th, noon – 12:30 p.m. 

There will be a planning meeting after the second service in the Concord Room for all who would 
like to help with this year’s VBS program. 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 

Children Ages 4 – 12 

August 11 – 15, 9:00 a.m. – noon 

 

With God’s Big Backyard VBS, get ready for an outdoor adventure that starts in our own backyard 
and gets bigger each day as we take the love of Jesus into our homes, neighborhoods, and 
communities.  Kids of all ages will experience God’s Word, meet real-life servants, plus explore and 
create through fun-filled crafts, snacks, and games. 

Registration forms are available downstairs.  

If you have any questions, or would like to help, please see Lee Williams. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wanakee.org/about-our-camp
https://www.mechuwana.org/summer-camps
https://www.campaldersgate.com/copy-of-overnight-camp-1


 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

Junior Youth Upcoming Events 

This fellowship group is for youth in grades 5th –7th grade 

 
Junior Youth – Movie Night! 
Friday, April 11th, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
We will meet at the Showcase Cinema De Lux in Lowell to see the movie, The 
King of Kings.  
 

Senior Youth Upcoming Events 
All youth in grades 8 – 12 are welcome to join us at any time. T he 7th graders will join us for some activities.  

 

Senior Youth – Chocolate Making!  
Sunday, April 6th, noon – 1:30 p.m.  (7th graders will join us.)  
 

We will have fun making chocolate candies to sell on April 13.  If you prefer to make chocolates at 
home, Lee can share recipes and candy molds. 

 
Chocolate Sale  
Sunday, April 13, after both services (7th graders will join us) (fundraising points)  
 
We will need volunteers to sell chocolate after both services.  Please see David or Lee to sign up. 

 
Easter Egg Hunt & Easter Breakfast prep 
Saturday, April 19, 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
Easter Breakfast prep:  noon - 1:30 p.m. (fundraising points) 
 
Come join the fun as we host a special Easter Egg Hunt for the children in the community and will 
also prep for our Easter Breakfast.  For those that help with both, we will provide pizza for lunch. 
 

Easter Breakfast help   
Sunday, April 20, 6:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  (7th graders will join us) (fundraising points) 
 
Please see Cheryl to sign up for a time to work a shift during the breakfast.   
 

Youth Mission Trip at Camp Wanakee 

July 14 - 18 

7th – 12th grade 

Watch for more details coming – save the date!  



 

UPCOMING EASTER EVENTS 

CHOCOLATE SALE 
Sunday, April 13th, after both services 

 
The youth will be selling homemade chocolate in the hall area after both worship services. 

This is a fundraiser for their mission trip to Camp Wanakee in New Hampshire. 
  

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
  

 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 19th  

10:00 am – 11:30 am 
  

Join us for fun crafts, an Easter Egg Hunt and  

a special movie – bring your friends! 
  

 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

APRIL 20th 
Full Course Breakfast: 7:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Easter Services: 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 

No Church School 

 
Breakfast menu:  Gluten Free Options Available 

Oven Baked French Toast with fruit, Pancakes, Home Fries, Bacon/Sausage/Ham, 

Yogurt parfait, Fruit Salad, Baked goods, Cold cereal 

Vegan Breakfast Menu:  Breakfast Casserole, French Toast and Fruited Coffee Cake 

Drinks:  Juice – orange, cranberry, apple, Coffee/tea/hot chocolate 

Donations will go towards the youth mission trip this summer. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 


