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Pastoral Letter – January 2025 “Walking in the Night”  
 

 As you know, my father is a Methodist pastor in Korea. He and my mother ministered 

mostly to the rural churches surrounded by rice fields and vegetable farms. Every Saturday night, 

we had a youth group that drew about 40 kids from the neighborhood. Many of their parents did 

not have cars so they had to walk to the church for some as far as 40 minutes. After our worship 

and fellowship, some of us often accompanied girls to their homes so “we could protect them.” 

Sometimes, we forgot to bring our flashlights and had to walk without them. However, we were 

still comfortable walking in the night because our eyes were used to seeing our way through the 

dim lights of the stars and the moon.  

 However, as I grow older, I find myself not quite comfortable with the darkness at night 

anymore. I have been driving my own car since I turned 28 years old, so why get used to the 

darkness when I have my car with headlights? Even in my room, I can turn on the night light and 

even use the desk lamp to brighten the room. So, why get comfortable with the darkness? It is not 

just our inconvenience with darkness that we try to avoid the night. It is also embedded in our 

theological and liturgical language. After all, the season of Advent implies a journey from the 

darkness to the light. We change the liturgical parament in the sanctuary from blue to white on 

Christmas Day and Epiphany.  

 In Learning to Walk in the Dark, however, Barbara Brown Taylor reflects on the necessity 

of night as much as a day to our spiritual journey. She says, “Darkness is shorthand for anything 

that scares me – that I want no part of – either because I am sure that I do not have the resources 

to survive it or because I do not want to find out. The absence of God is in there, along with the 

fear of dementia and the loss of those nearest and dearest to me. But the problem is this. Despite 

all my best efforts, the lights have gone off in my life, plunging me into the kind of darkness that 

turns my knees to water. Instead, I have learned things in the dark that I could never have learned 

in the light.”  

 I invite you to stop for a moment and think about what you learned in the dark that you 

could not learn in the light. I know that several of you are cancer survivors. When you heard from 

your doctor that you had cancer, I am sure that you entered the night experiencing the darkness 

in your life. But often, that was when you realized that you were not alone but surrounded by 

those who deeply love and care for you. In times of fear and isolation, maybe you also 

encountered God, who embraced you and filled your heart with overflowing gratitude and love. 

Maybe some of you entered the night when you lost your parents or those you deeply loved. Some 

of you entered the night when you realized that your marriage was over. But in those times, what 

did you learn?  

 In my first church in New Hampshire, Barbara, our administrative assistant, was 85 years 



 

old when I started my ministry there. She was also a member of the church and never missed the 

worship service throughout the year. But there were services that she just could not come: it was 

the funeral service. She would design and create a beautiful service program for the funeral but 

would tell me, “Bob, you know that I won’t be here for the service. Funeral service scares me.” 

She was grieving the loss of her husband, who had died 10 years ago at that time. She was also 

afraid of her own death, which would separate her from her family and friends. And that is the 

reality of our life.  

 However, the Christian paradox is that only when we face our mortality and acknowledge 

the limit to our life, can we turn to Christ who offers us new and everlasting life in God. Therefore, 

Laurence Stookey points out the paradox of ashes we put on Ash Wednesday. “Ashes, the sign 

of death, are put on the forehead not in some random pattern but in the shape of a cross. This 

alters the starkness of the message, which thus becomes: “You will die. You cannot change. But 

you can die in Christ, whose death transforms your own demise. Meanwhile, live in Christ and 

discover Christ’s new life, which conquers death.” Frederick Buechner, an American writer and 

theologian, also said there is always bad news before we hear the good news.  

 We need to be comfortable not only with night but also actively embrace it as a place where 

God refreshes our souls so that we might see the stars in the night that guide us as the grace of 

God always surrounds us. That is also why Thomas Merton prayed this way. “My Lord God, I 

have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where 

it will end. But I believe that the desire to please you does, in fact, please you. And I know that if 

I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore, I will 

trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you 

are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.” 

 As we start a new day in 2025, we notice that night is still longer than day. We may not 

see clearly ahead in the night. We may not even know exactly where we are going. But one thing 

we learn at night is that we are not alone. God is the One who holds our hands, guiding us in the 

Holy Spirit, as the moon and stars still show us the way. When I hold the hands of Joshua and 

Daniel, they know that they are secure, they are protected, and they are accompanied by their 

parents, whether it is the day or night. We are also learning what it means to trust God in times 

of fear, anxiety, and questions because we know that God, who did not even spare God’s only 

Son, Christ, will never forsake us. His love cannot be separated from us not by hardship, distress, 

not even by death.  

 

Pastor Bob  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please continue bringing your special giving for our Advent Mission 

This year we are supporting Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell as our Advent Mission 

Project.  It is not too late to bring in your donation.   
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The 2025 Flower Chart is up.  Please sign up for your special dates. 

If you have vases from previous Sundays, please bring them in to be returned to our 

Florist. 



 

Interested in Learning How to Record Worship? 

We are looking to add to our friendly team of volunteers who live-stream and record our worship 

services.  We take turns so everyone gets an opportunity to participate.  We schedule the two-

person crew weekly based on everyone’s availability.  Training is provided.  If you are interested 

in learning more, please contact Peter Smyton (617-893-9669). 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2025 Budget Approved 
Thanks to everyone who attended the Charge Conference on December 29th where the 2025 

church budget was approved.  The budget includes estimated income of 2025 budget consists of 

projected expenses of $400,799 against a projected income of $352,681. This leaves a deficit for the 

5th year in a row of $48,119. The plan is to utilize the remaining $40K from the special gift/reserve 

funds, if necessary, to reduce the overall deficit to $8,118 which is a 2.15% deficit. The 2025 Budget 

includes a 3% salary increase for the staff. 

Our major source of income is from congregational pledging. Thank you for your generous giving 

to Aldersgate’s ministries!  The Finance committee is looking for ways to reduce the 2025 budget 

deficit.  If you have suggestions, please contact the Finance chair, Bob Peterson.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Habitat for Humanity Workday February 1, 2025 
 We will have our second workday at Habitat for Humanity’s 70 

Boston Road in Westford Project on Saturday February 1 from 8-

3.  We had a great experience there in August and look forward to 

contributing again.  

This is open to willing women and men.  It also is open to Teenagers 

who are accompanied by a parent with a signed waiver.  Volunteers are not required to be experts as 

you will be assigned work within your abilities.   

This is very timely for our church as Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell will be the recipient of 

the giving on January 5 for our Advent Mission Project and also because of the December 29th passing 

of our 39th President, Jimmy Carter who spent many years on these projects. 

 Please let Ken Teal know of your interest at 978-807-7822 or tealka@verizon.net and he will get you 

scheduled.  Or please sign up on their volunteer portal where you can view the calendar and sign their 

online waiver:   www.lowellhabitat.org/what-you-can-do/volunteer 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-_____________ 

 

You can schedule your appointment for the next Blood Drive 

on February 22nd from 9am-2pm  
Please sign up if you can help this important cause.  There continues to be a national 

shortage!  Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and 

search under February 22nd  to schedule an appointment. For more information call or email Cate 

Lehan or Robin Dye or the church office. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-_____________ 
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Single Ladies Dining Out 
Single Ladies Dining Out will have lunch together on 

January 25th at 1 pm at Bahama Breeze - 413 Middlesex Rd. 

in Tyngsboro, MA 01879.  Please RSVP by Thursday 

January 23rd to Betsy Campbell 978-256-9400 or by email to 

aldersgatechelmsford@verizon.net so that she can reserve a 

table large enough.  If you are a single lady and would enjoy 

a dinner out and lots of fun conversation, we would love to 

have you join us. Please talk to Betsy for more information.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-_____________ 

Women’s Daytimers Breakfast Club 

We meet once a month on Friday mornings at 10 am at a local restaurant 

for breakfast and socializing.  Please contact Chantale Shepard at 978-

250-9573 for more details or if you are interested in being added to the 

email list. We welcome new members.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Club in the Concord Room and on Zoom 
January 7th is “The Book of Charlie” by David Von Drehle. (Robin's 

pick) I got a copy of the book in Burlington at the Used Book Store for 

$5.96. We will meet on January 7th at 6pm next for appetizers and a 

Yankee swap for the Christmas season.  On January 28th we will read 

The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien followed by February 25th, 

Ken's pick, The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store by James McBride. 

On March 25th will be The Small and Mighty by Sharon McMahon. We 

need picks from April 29th on.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A Big Thank you 
Thank you to everyone who baked and donated to our Cookie Walk which supported our Advent 

Mission - Habitat for Humanity. 

Susan Lewis 
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Super Bowl Sub Sale! 
 

TYPES OF SUBS: 

Italian, Turkey & Vegetarian 

Gluten Free rolls are available too 

Each sub comes with chips & soda 
 

 The Senior Youth group will be taking orders on the 

following Sundays: 

January 19th & 26th, February 2nd  

 

Place your orders in the basket located in the hallway  

or e-mail your order  

to: aumc-education@verizon.net 
 

 

Pick-up: February 9th      

(after each service) 
 

 

DONATIONS WILL GO TOWARDS OUR YOUTH MISSION 

TRIP THIS SUMMER 

 

 



 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

Thank you to all the children and youth of  our church school   
for sharing the Christmas story with us in worship! 

  

Epiphany Sunday 

The Wise Men visited our church school classes on Sunday, January 5th, to share 
the story of  their journey to find the new king.  We also had cupcakes to eat and 
one child in each class was honorary King for the day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Trip to Boston Common 

Saturday, January 18, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

College students are invited to join us as we visit The Embrace and go ice skating on the Frog 
Pond.   



 

Birthdays and Anniversaries – January 

We celebrate a Happy Birthday and a Happy Anniversary for the following:  

When you see them, you can celebrate with them or send them a card on their special day. 

January Birthdays 

January 1 – Jane Vooys 

January 1 – Barbara Chamberas 

January 4 – David Jones 

January 7 – Janice Shumbata 

January 15 - Janet Marson  

January 22 – Gideon M. 

January 28 – Anne Wall 

January 30 – Sofia Rodriguez 

January 31 – Deb Benson 

 

January Anniversaries 

January 7 – Dan and Kim Ward 

If we have missed your big days, please send them by email, to Betsy in the office at 

aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net or call 978-256-9400 so she can add your names 

and dates to the lists for the Advocates for the coming months. We can then 

recognize the milestones in your life and celebrate with you.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Adult Education Study Begins January 5 

Tour the Holy Land From the Comfort of the Concord Room! 

 
“Location matters.” 

 

Christianity isn’t a batch of spiritual thoughts or metaphysical truths. It’s 

a journey of real people with their feet on the ground in real places. 

In Everywhere Is Jerusalem, James Howell takes you on a spiritual 

pilgrimage to significant places in the ongoing story of the Christian faith. 

You’ll go from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, from the Jordan River to Assisi, 

and from the Sea of Galilee to Montgomery, Alabama. Along the way, 

you’ll discover the profound connections between biblical stories and the 

places they happened. You’ll see how Christians throughout history have 

brought their faith to life worldwide, in their own cities and communities. 

And you’ll find God calling you to bring your own faith to life right where 

you are, right now. 

 

Part travelogue, part Bible study, this book will take you on a spiritual journey to the places that 

are most important in our faith, and you’ll discover that the most important place of all is the 

place where you are, right now.” From Abingdon Press 

Get your copy of Everywhere is Jerusalem by James C Howell anywhere books are sold and 

join us Jan. 5 at 9:45 am or Jan. 9 at 10:00 am in the Concord Room.  

mailto:aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net


 

Outreach 
The Outreach Committee invites you to celebrate Undie Sunday on Feb 2nd.  

Please bring a package of new underwear to fill the union suit in the narthex.  

Men’s, women’s and children’s underwear are all welcome.   

 

 
 

 

 



 

  

 

 
 


