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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pastoral Letter for December 2024 “Finding Jesus”  

 

 “Daddy, why are they sleeping in the tent in this cold weather?” asked Joshua. As we were 

coming out of St. Paul’s Kitchen last winter, he saw some people who set up their tents on the 

perimeter of Eliot Church. Some were chatting with others while smoking. Some were eating the food 

they brought from the soup kitchen. Some were trying to sleep, covered with layers of blankets. How 

do you explain homelessness to a five-year-old boy? I was concerned that anyone would overhear our 

conversation and be offended by my boy’s curiosity. So, I shushed him and hurried back into our car. 

 According to National Coalition for the Homeless, several factors contribute to the 

homelessness crisis today. There is a significant shortage of low-cost housing nationwide, exacerbated 

by the limited scale of available housing assistance programs. A full-time worker needs to earn at least 

$21.21 per hour to afford a one-bedroom, while the national minimum wage is $7.25. Homelessness is 

also linked with poverty, often caused by a lack of employment opportunities, lack of affordable health 

care, domestic violence, mental illness, and addiction.  

 While homelessness is not a simple matter to be solved instantly, in When We Walk By (Thank 

you, Peter Fipphen, for recommending the book to me), Kevin F. Adler and Donald W. Burnes point 

out the connection between homelessness and relationships. One of the homeless people they 

interviewed said, “I never realized I was homeless when I lost my housing, only when I lost my family 

and friends.” Instead of looking at them as people to be cared for and loved, people experiencing 

homelessness are often viewed as “problems to be solved.” Therefore, Adler and Burnes argue that 

aside from affordable housing, what they need the most is “nurturing relationships.”  

 There seems to be some debate regarding whether Jesus was homeless or not. He left his home 

with his mother, brothers, and sisters in Nazareth to start his work proclaiming the kingdom of God. 

Jesus moved from one place to another, relying on the hospitality of those who opened their doors to 

him and his disciples. He said, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 

has nowhere to lay his head.” (Matthew 8:30). While some of us might take such words of Jesus as a 

cue that he was without home, Dave Barnhart interprets them as being able to rest in peace (Psalm 23, 

4:8).  

 While it is hard to determine whether Jesus was homeless himself or not, I believe that Jesus 

deeply cared about the poor and hungry. He had compassion for the farmers and fishers who were 

victimized by the heavy tax of the Roman Empire and forced to give up their work and sell their 

homes. He showed mercy for the sick by healing them and restoring them so they could go back to 

their families and communities. I often think that we go to the soup kitchen not just to help feed the 

hungry but also to find Christ, who sits among those people, breaking bread with them and listening to 

them.  

 Last week, I came to the church to find a news article from Lowell Sun, which I assume 

someone taped on the office door so I could read it. The article says that the city of Lowell will fine 

local organizations for the trash and vagrancy found on their private property generated by homeless 

people. The city will fine Eliot Church $300 per day for their St. Paul’s Kitchen to provide food and 



 

daytime shelter. This is not a simple matter as the tension is intersected among the city, neighbors, staff 

of St. Paul who have already made many sacrifices, and people experiencing homelessness.  

 In this season of Advent, waiting, facing uncertainty, and wrestling with many questions, I am 

praying to meet Jesus, who brings the good news of God’s joy, love, and peace to the world. I am 

hoping to be part of the conversation on how to help St. Paul’s Kitchen move forward in the future. I 

am also yearning to find Jesus who is born in places abandoned, neglected, or mistreated, as Eugene 

Peterson’s The Message translates Matthew 25:34-36 as “I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty 

and you gave me a drink, I was homeless and you gave me a room, I was shivering and you gave me 

clothes, I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you came to me.”       Pastor Bob  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Join Us for a Special Advent Season 
We hope you can join us, either in-person or remotely, for our special services this Advent season. 

In-person worship is at 8:30 and 10:45 am each Sunday. The 10:45 service is live- streamed 

(preceded by church announcements) and a link to the recording is available on the church 

website (aldersgatechelmsford.com) shortly after the service; live-streams and recordings will 

include the Silent Night and the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve services. 
 

                                                       Upcoming Events in December 
December 6, 1:00 pm–8:00 pm; December 7, 10:00 am-2:00 pm: Christmas Faire 

December 10, 7:00 pm: Silent Night Service  

December 15, 9:30 am: Cookie Walk  

December 22, 10:45 am: Christmas Pageant 

December 24, 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm: Christmas Eve Services 

December 28, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm: Red Cross Blood Drive  

 

Silent Night Service, Tuesday, December 10 at 7:00 pm 
Join us for this special service in the middle of the busy Christmas season. The service features 

beautiful scripture, reflections, and music that speaks words of peace and comfort during what 

can be a time of sadness. You will also have an opportunity to light a candle of hope as we await 

the coming of Christ, the Light of the World. A brief fellowship reception will follow in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 22 at 10:45 am 
The church school will be presenting this year’s Christmas Pageant during the Sunday worship 

service for the congregation, neighbors, and friends!  

Christmas Eve Schedule, Tuesday, December 24 
4:00 pm Family Service 

This is an abbreviated worship for wiggly ones! It will include the retelling of the Christmas story 

and a time for children. 
7:00 pm Intergenerational Christmas 

This service will retell the story of the first Christmas in scripture and carols. It will include a 

time for children and conclude with the candle-lit singing of “Silent Night.”  
10:00 pm Communion and Candlelight Christmas Eve 

This service includes scripture, carols, a Christmas meditation, Holy Communion in the  

pews and the candle-lit singing of “Silent Night.”  



 

Status of 2025 Church Budget 
The Finance Committee would like to thank the congregation for your generous giving over the 

last several years!  Since 2022, the amount pledged by you has gone from $250K to $313K, an 

increase over the three years of 25%!  Your generosity has helped Aldersgate continue to be a 

vibrant community serving missions locally and worldwide.  The Finance Committee recently 

held a meeting to reconcile the 2025 operating budget.  Given that a large percentage of our 

budget is fixed costs — mission shares to the New England Conference, staff compensation, and 

building maintenance — which continue to rise, we again arrived at a deficit budget; for 2025 the 

deficit is about $50K: $400K in expenses, $350K in projected income.  Should it become 

necessary, we will be able to apply unallocated funds — funds that have accumulated over the 

years not designated for a specific purpose — to address this deficit so we can continue to pursue 

our vision of being a beacon of God’s love radiating faith, hope, and joy . . . everywhere!  Our 

best strategy to eliminate future deficits over the years to come is to be invitational: to invite our 

unchurched friends and neighbors to experience the joy and fellowship we are blessed to enjoy 

here at Aldersgate.  If you have any questions about the budget status or process, please contact 

our out-going Finance Chair, Wendy Baker, our in-coming Chair, Bob Peterson, or the Council 

Chair, Peter Smyton. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Join Us As Our Advent Studies Begin! 
The Christmas Letters by Magrey deVega has been selected for this 

year’s Advent book.  In The Christmas Letters we are invited to hear 

about the miracle of Christ’s birth from those who first told the story. 

The letters in the New Testament, known as the Epistles, contain the first 

attempts by the church to understand and celebrate the mystery of the 

Incarnation.  Discover what the letters ask of us as we follow Christ. 

Both the Sunday morning Adult Study and the Thursday morning 

Bible Study groups will both be using this book. Our Advent 

classes are held Thursdays at 10:00 am, and Sundays at 9:45 am  

Classes meet in person in the Concord Room and via Zoom.  The book 

is available through Amazon, through Cokesbury, or at your local 

bookseller.  A few copies will be available for a suggested donation of 

$15.  We hope you will join us! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christmas Faire News  
We are looking forward to again being together in person this year during the Faire on Friday, December 

6, 1:00 – 8:00 pm and Saturday, December 7, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm.  The Faire will include wreaths 

and swags as well as baked goods, craft items, centerpieces, knitting items, collectibles, and jewelry.  We 

have lots of great items to bid on at our Silent Auction.  There will be a children’s area so they can do 

crafts while you shop!  And, the kitchen and dining area is back so eat and spent time with friends!  Join 

us for some traditional fun and fellowship! 

And, it is not too late to sign up to donate items to sell or to volunteer to staff a table.  Please see the sign-

up sheets located in the Welcome Area or contact Peter Smyton at thesmytonfamily@comcast.net.  

Contact Bonnie Marden at BonMarden@gmail.com or 978-846-1260 if you have questions. 
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What Would Jesus want for His Birthday? 

Just as the Wise Ones traveled great distances to bring precious gifts to the child Jesus, so too, we 

want to give gifts this Holy season that would make the heart of Jesus glad.   

Again, this year, we are following the principles of The Advent Conspiracy: 
*  Worship Fully       * Spend Less on things people do not need 
*  Love all                 * Give more of ourselves, our time, our lives 

We are encouraging each other to save the money we would have spent on gifts that those we love 

really don’t need, and instead give a life-giving gift that truly matters. 

This year our church council and outreach committee have selected the 

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell organization.   

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell was founded in Lowell in 1991 

as an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International. They serve 16 

communities in Greater Lowell and Northern Middlesex County to help 

families build and improve places to call home. 

You can find out more about this organization at: www.lowellhabitat.org. 

On December 12, we will have a special guest, Sheila Carlisle, speak to us about the work that 

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell is doing in our community. 

You are welcome to take one of the special ornaments on our Mission tree in the front lobby.   

On Epiphany, also known as “Kings’ Sunday” - January 5, we will bring our monetary gifts from 

the savings we have made and will offer them to support our Advent Mission: Habitat for 

Humanity of Greater Lowell.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lowellhabitat.org/


 

Middlesex Community College Student Receives Aldersgate Scholarship  
Last year, the Mighty Men’s group of Aldersgate established a scholarship in the church’s name 

at Middlesex Community College (MCC).  The scholarship of $1,000/year is to be given to a 

deserving BIPOC – black, indigenous, or person of color – student each fall.  This year, thanks 

to the interest earned from our Endowment Fund, Aldersgate was able to increase our scholarship 

fund to $20,000, which enables the scholarship to be given annually in perpetuity.  This fall, the 

MCC selection committee selected Adesuwa Onyekwena, who is majoring in public health 

informatics and technology.  Adesuwa has a 3.76 GPA and is planning to graduate in 2026. Her 

career goal is to work as an environmental health specialist and next attend UMass to pursue 

her bachelor's degree in public health.  She received her award certificate at a ceremony at MCC 

earlier this month, with Pastor Bob and Peter Smyton in attendance to present Adesuwa with her 

award.  (Dawn Jones and Peter served as evaluators of the applicants for MCC.)  Adesuwa and 

her family will join us on December 8 at the 10:45 am service so we can meet and congratulate 

her. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aldersgate UMC, 
Chelmsford, Scholarship

“This scholarship will significantly ease my financial 
burden and serve as a tremendous source of 
motivation. Thank you for having faith in my 

potential and for investing in my future. May God 
continue to bless you and your entire family.”

Adesuwa Onyekwena

Major: Public Health Informa cs



 

Holiday Lights Decorating Contest 
The Chelmsford High School class of 2027 would like to invite you to participate in a new fun 

Chelmsford event- a Holiday Lights Decorating contest! For all the details about entering the contest, 

click the link below. 

There is a Facebook group called "Chelmsford Holiday Lights" you can join to keep up to date on all 

things related to the contest... AND on Sunday December 15 at the High School there will be a kick-

off event. Heavenly Dogs will be there and there will be free cocoa and cookies as well as maps and 

a scavenger hunt for people to follow. We hope you will join us in some fashion!  Entities are limited 

to Chelmsford and N Chelmsford residents, but anyone can come to the Kick-Off event! 

https://forms.gle/m9KGk7Njv34geQHWA 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-_____________ 

You can schedule your appointment for the next Blood Drive 

on December 28th from 9am-2pm  
Please sign up if you can help this important cause.  There continues to be a national 

shortage!  Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and 

search under August 10th to schedule an appointment. For more information call or email Cate 

Lehan or Robin Dye or the church office. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-_____________ 

Single Ladies Dining Out 
Single Ladies Dining Out will have lunch together on 

December 21st at 1 pm at Bahama Breeze - 413 Middlesex 

Rd. in Tyngsboro, MA 01879.  Please RSVP by Thursday 

December 19th to Betsy Campbell 978-256-9400 or by email 

to aldersgatechelmsford@verizon.net so that she can reserve 

a table large enough.  If you are a single lady and would enjoy 

a dinner out and lots of fun conversation, we would love to 

have you join us. Please talk to Betsy for more information.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-_____________ 

Women’s Daytimers Breakfast Club 

We meet once a month on Friday mornings at 10 am at a local restaurant 

for breakfast and socializing.  Please contact Chantale Shepard at 978-

250-9573 for more details or if you are interested in being added to the 

email list. We welcome new members.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Club in the Concord Room and on Zoom 
January 7th is “The Book of Charlie” by David Von Drehle. (Robin's 

pick) I got a copy of the book in Burlingtion at the Used Book Store for 

$5.96. We will meet on January 7th at 6pm next for appetizers and a 

Yankee swap for the Christmas season.  On January 28th we will read 

The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien followed by February 25th, 

Ken's pick, The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store by James McBride. 

On March 25th will be The Small and Mighty by Sharon McMahon. We 

need picks from April 29th on.   

https://forms.gle/m9KGk7Njv34geQHWA
http://redcrossblood.org/
mailto:aldersgatechelmsford@verizon.net
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-38eb-0Os5vSiLJxNhhrqoXKzXEOqKiGD57wMUYZJKSODcUEoO6lxGnO3KrLszuin422PQX0jNxPdAzmEfNGf0OmaROWO4OBoF3rrQ-Eo-mo/messages/@.id==AOc_6-pcy5RhZp_JwA2kMEi6BPM/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c72-990678014900
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-38eb-0Os5vSiLJxNhhrqoXKzXEOqKiGD57wMUYZJKSODcUEoO6lxGnO3KrLszuin422PQX0jNxPdAzmEfNGf0OmaROWO4OBoF3rrQ-Eo-mo/messages/@.id==AOc_6-pcy5RhZp_JwA2kMEi6BPM/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c72-990678014900


 

Church School Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 22     

 

The church school will be presenting this year’s Christmas Pageant during the 

10:45 a.m. worship service for the congregation, neighbors, and friends!  Lee 

Williams will be visiting the church school classes Sunday December 8th  to 

sign up children and youth for different parts. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Youth Group Activities - November 
The youth group had a busy month on the road in November - rock climbing at Vertical Dreams, 

serving at St. Paul's Feeding Ministry, and attending Chelmsford High's production of Beauty and 

the Beast.  
  

 
 

Congrats to everyone who attempted the rock wall! 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

St. Paul’s Feeding 

Ministry – Our 

Youth Group and 

parents. 
 
 

       Thank 

you to the youth for 

helping serve a meal 

to others in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

Advent Mission Program 

Thank you to all who participated this Sunday!  We put together 120 “snowman soup” kits for 

St. Paul’s Feeding Program.  We also built and decorated little houses in coordination with our 

Advent Mission Project, Habitat for Humanity of Greater Lowell.  Each house is also a bank to 

hold our monetary gifts to support this program.  We sang Christmas carols with Pastor Bob and 

listened to a story about how Habitat for Humanity works to build and improve homes. 

     

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Church School Christmas Pageant  

Sunday, December 22  

The church school will be presenting this year’s Christmas Pageant during 

the 10:45 a.m. worship service for the congregation, neighbors, and friends!  

Lee Williams will be visiting the church school classes the next couple of 

Sundays to sign up children and youth for different parts.  

NO CHURCH SCHOOL ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Epiphany Sunday 

The Wise Men will visit our church school classes on Sunday, January 5, and will share the 

story of their journey to find the new king.  We will also distribute cupcakes.  Whoever picks 

the cupcake with a coin in it will be an honorary King for the Day! 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

Christmas Faire 

Friday, December 6, 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm.  Saturday, December 7,10:00 am – 2:00 pm.  (Sign up 

for a time) 

We will have our own table and offer various children’s crafts.  Please let Pastor Bob or David 

Driscoll know if you can help. 

 

Christmas Caroling 

Sunday, December 8, 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  

Join us as we visit members of our church family to sing 

Christmas carols! 

 

Christmas Party 

Friday, December 20, 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm  

All youth in 5th – 12th grade are invited to participate.  Friends are always welcome.  

Come join us as we celebrate the coming of Christmas!   

 



 

  

Many Thanks to the Church School Families 
Thank you to all the Church School families for your 

generous donations of rice, canned fruit, apple juice and 

cranberry sauce!  These will be added to our Thanksgiving 

baskets to help families in our 

community enjoy a nice holiday 

dinner.  Each basket will include a 

personal touch - a Thanksgiving card decorated by one of our Church School children and youth with 

their best wishes!  

 

OUTREACH… 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Santa Giving Tree 

Annual Chelmsford Santa Giving Tree is up in the entrance way on November 17th.  

Tags will be hung on the tree for your selections. Christmas gifts are due by Sunday December 

15th.  

Thank you for helping create a better holiday for local families who need some assistance. God 

is Good, all the time.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hats, Gloves, Mittens, Socks, and Toiletries for St. Paul’s 

Outreach will be collecting items for St. Paul’s by the 15th of December.  Please bring in hats, gloves, 

mittens, socks, and toiletries.  There is a box in the welcome area. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

Birthdays and Anniversaries – December 

We celebrate a Happy Birthday and a Happy Anniversary for the following:  

When you see them, you can celebrate with them or send them a card on their special day. 

December Birthdays 

December 5 – Holly Fipphen 

December 8 – Bethany Ward 

December 12 -Chris Sargent 

December 20 -George Cole   

December 20 – Lee Pender 

December 22 – Charles Kinnett 

December Anniversaries 

December 23 -Aldo & Maylis' Wedding Anniversary 

December 23 – Betty and Vern Champeaux 

If we have missed your big days, please send them by email, to Betsy in the office at 

aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net or call 978-256-9400 so she can add your names 

and dates to the lists for the Advocates for the coming months. We can then 

recognize the milestones in your life and celebrate with you.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Adult Education Study Begins January 5 

Tour the Holy Land From the Comfort of the Concord Room! 

 
“Location matters.” 

 

Christianity isn’t a batch of spiritual thoughts or metaphysical truths. It’s 

a journey of real people with their feet on the ground in real places. 

In Everywhere Is Jerusalem, James Howell takes you on a spiritual 

pilgrimage to significant places in the ongoing story of the Christian faith. 

You’ll go from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, from the Jordan River to Assisi, 

and from the Sea of Galilee to Montgomery, Alabama. Along the way, 

you’ll discover the profound connections between biblical stories and the 

places they happened. You’ll see how Christians throughout history have 

brought their faith to life worldwide, in their own cities and communities. 

And you’ll find God calling you to bring your own faith to life right where 

you are, right now. 

 

Part travelogue, part Bible study, this book will take you on a spiritual journey to the places that 

are most important in our faith, and you’ll discover that the most important place of all is the 

place where you are, right now.” From Abingdon Press 

Get your copy of Everywhere is Jerusalem by James C Howell anywhere books are sold and 

join us Jan. 5 at 9:45 am or Jan. 9 at 10:00 am in the Concord Room.  

mailto:aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net


 

Christmas Poinsettias 

Once again we will decorate our sanctuary at Christmas Eve with five 

beautiful large poinsettias. 

We are again inviting people to make a donation toward the cost of the 

poinsettias in celebration of someone or in memory of a loved one 

(suggested donation of $10). There is a form on the welcome desk that 

you can fill out and either put in the offering plate or mail to the office. 

You can also call the church office and leave a message for Betsy. She 

will also include the form in the Worship email. 

We will include the names in a printed attachment to the Christmas Eve service and 

will show the names on the video during part of the recorded service, if possible. We 

want to honor each family’s preference…so please indicate your preference on the form 

as well. 

If you are interested in providing a home for one of the large poinsettias after Christmas 

Eve, please let the office know. We will make them available on a first-come basis. 

Deadline for Poinsettias will be on December 15th 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christmas Poinsettias Dedications 
Once again, we will decorate our sanctuary at Christmas with several beautiful 

poinsettias.  We will purchase several larger plants that will not be distributed 

but will remain in the sanctuary, beginning on Christmas Eve.  If you would like 

to make a donation of $10.00 each, please fill out this form so that these 

dedications can be listed in the Announcements. 

We plan to list the dedications on the screen during worship.  Please check Yes___ or No____  

if you give us permission for the listing. 

 

The deadline is December 20th, 2024. 

 

I/we wish to make the following donation: 

 

Number of dedications______ 

 

Please indicate how you would like the dedication(s) listed:  It would be helpful if you would print the 

information.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Given by: ______________________________________________________ 

  

Please return this form with your gift of $10.00 for each donation to the church office or put it in 

the offering plate.  Checks should be made payable to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 

marked “Poinsettias”. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=black+%26+white+image+of+poinsettias&view=detail&id=0303A37433FDE3F2C8DB76329293666CD52C89FC&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


 

HOLIDAY COOKIE 

WALK 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church Sunday, 

December 15th between services and after the 

second service in Fellowship Hall 

 
Donations will be contributed to the                       

Advent Mission Program  

Habitat for Humanity 

 
Make 2 Dozen of your favorite cookies to 

share` Drop them off on 

Saturday December 14th from 3-5pm 

Call Susan Lewis to sign up 

978-618-2704 or Susanlewis61@gmail.com 
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Ken Teal, and Elaine and Garth Brown will be singing in the concert below.   

They would love to have you join them and hear this beautiful concert. 



 

 
Help The Wish Project this Giving Tuesday  

and Double your Impact 
 

A generous donor will be matching all donations made on Giving Tuesday, December 3, 

up to $10,000, so please help us to make the most of this offer! Head on over to our 

website to make your monetary donation next Tuesday: The Wish Project Donation Form 

 

Each donation helps us to ensure that all members of our community have a place to go to 

access basic necessities, so please think of us this Giving Tuesday! 

 

Thank you for sharing with your friends, family, neighbors, and online groups who may 

wish to make a donation this Giving Tuesday. 
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