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Pastoral Letter — September 2024 “Let’s Go Fishing!”

When | was a kid, my father used to bring my brother and me on his motorcycle to the lake
in our town. We fished all day long and sometimes even throughout the night. We usually caught
many fish and came home with buckets full of them. I also wanted to pass on the joy of fishing
to my children. So, some years ago, | brought Daniel to the fishing pier in New London (CT),
hoping to catch some summer flounders. | tried to remember and replicate what | learned from
my father, such as tying the line to the reel, adding a lure, and casting it out. Everything looked
good, except we caught nothing for the day. I tried to comfort Daniel by saying, “I think there are
no fish in this ocean.”

The Bible also tells us a few stories about fishing and catching nothing. Peter met Jesus as
he got on his boat after a long night of catching no fish and became a fisher of people (Luke 5).
After the crucifixion of Jesus, Peter and other disciples went fishing, probably out of
disappointment, anxiety, and fear. Peter probably thought it was time to return to his old job —
fishing. They got into the boat in the Sea of Galilee and fished all night. But they caught nothing.
Jesus appeared and said, “Friend, haven’t you any fish?” They said, “No.” He said, “Throw your
net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.”

It may not be at the same level as Jesus’ disciples, but I can share the feeling of emptiness
for not catching the fish. So, | bought a book and realized that I did not quite understand the
characteristics of the fish | was trying to catch. For example, | had to use a specific bait, hook,
and rig to catch flounders. | had to use a different casting skill because they tend to stay on the
bottom of the ocean. So, when | changed our fishing methods for flounder, we finally caught one.
It was one inch short, so we had to let it go. But Daniel was so proud of himself that he kept
shouting to those who walked by us, “I just caught a fish!”

| write about this fishing story for September because we are all essentially called to be
fisher of people. Many churches often find it satisfactory to call themselves our “church families,”
which usually imply their comfort, familiarity, and sense of belonging. While church could
function as a family to provide friendship and security for the internal members, | believe Christ
calls us to be more than that—a rather odd community of fishers for people, especially those who
do not know Christ. Not all of us might be familiar with or fond of fishing. But we can gain some
wisdom from fishing by learning where people gather, what they need to hear, and empower them
also to be fishers of people or disciples of Christ.

Some years ago, three girls started coming to my former church. They were friends with
the children of one of our Sunday school teachers. Their parents were not religious but did not
stop their daughters from coming to our church. Whenever they arrived, the whole congregation
welcomed them, talking with them, nurturing them, and hugging them. They had their own



family, but their church became their peculiar family that gave them a new identity——children of
God. These girls joined us for youth retreat, snowtubing, and serving in the soup kitchen. When
| announced my new appointment to Aldersgate, they approached me and said, “We want you to
baptize us. We want to be Christians.”

As Daniel shouted delightfully, “I caught a fish!” I believe God rejoices when one of God’s
children comes to God and commits to living as a passionate disciple of Christ. Our BUILD team
has done some work in the past year, trying to find ways to revive our ministries and reach out to
our community. | am glad that the trustees took their idea and put up another sign of our church
in the back parking lot so that we could be more visible to those who drive the back road. It takes
all our efforts to affirm our call to be the fishers of people for the sake of the gospel and delights
in witnessing the growth in us by catching people who want to be part of God’s family and do the
work of God as our church family.

Pastor Bob

Aldersgate 60" Anniversary Celebration, September 22!

We are celebrating Aldersgate’s 60" anniversary on September 22, 60 years after being
commissioned as a United Methodist Church on September 20, 1964. We will have a special
service and meal, and honor our founding members. Special guests include past pastors Gary
Shaw and Lisa Bruget-Cass. Please save the date!

We are also looking for people to share special memories of Aldersgate throughout the years via
short videos! It could be about a fun event, like something you experienced in a Follies or a group
outing, a major church event, like burning the mortgage or the 1990 addition, or a meaningful
service, like a wedding, funeral, baptism, confirmation, or special service. Please let Peter
Smyton (617-893-9669, thesmytonfamily@comcast.net) know if you have something to share or
have questions.

Our New Sign in back of the Church

ALDERSGATE
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

[

ummer Sunday Services 9; iO am



mailto:thesmytonfamily@comcast.net
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-38eb-0Os5vSiLJxNhhrqoXKzXEOqKiGD57wMUYZJKSODcUEoO6lxGnO3KrLszuin422PQX0jNxPdAzmEfNGf0OmaROWO4OBoF3rrQ-Eo-mo/messages/@.id==AOc_6-pcy5RhZp_JwA2kMEi6BPM/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c72-990678014900
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-38eb-0Os5vSiLJxNhhrqoXKzXEOqKiGD57wMUYZJKSODcUEoO6lxGnO3KrLszuin422PQX0jNxPdAzmEfNGf0OmaROWO4OBoF3rrQ-Eo-mo/messages/@.id==AOc_6-pcy5RhZp_JwA2kMEi6BPM/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c72-990678014900

Fall Plans for Aldersgate!

We are excited to be returning to our routine this fall! Everyone is welcome for worship,
education, fellowship, and the shared camaraderie and joy that we experience when we gather as
a community of faith together in person.

Beginning on Rally Day, Sunday, September 8:

Worship services will be offered at 8:30 and 10:45 am. The 10:45 service will be live-streamed
and recorded for posting on the church web site shortly thereafter.

Coffee Hour will be offered in the Fellowship Hall between the services.

Church School classes will be offered in-person, downstairs between the services, from 9:30 to
10:30 am. Classes will be held for PreK - 2nd grade, 3rd - 5th grade, 6th & 7th grade, and 8th -
12th grade. On Rally Day, Church School Registration for children and youth starts at 9:15 am
in the welcome area downstairs. We will also present Bibles to all Kindergarten children and 3™
grade children during the 10:45 am worship service.

Childcare will begin again on Rally Day from 8:15 am to 12:15 pm during our regular Sunday
services and between services during Adult Sunday School. It is open for infants through age 5. All
are welcome.

Adult Education will begin next week, on September 15 at 9:30 am in the Concord Room and
on Zoom. Everyone is invited! Early Bird will commence via Zoom on Tuesday, September 17
at 10:00 am. The Thursday Morning Bible study will begin later in September in the Concord
Room and via Zoom at 10:00 am. Please watch for details.

Committees and Small Groups will meet either in person or via Zoom, based upon the decision
of each group. Please let Betsy in the office know of your group’s plans so she can keep the
calendar up to date and schedule rooms if needed.

Staff & Office Hours: Betsy will continue to be in the office Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 10:00 a.m. to noon. She will be working other hours from home and checking voicemail
and email. The other staff will also be in and out of the office, as well as working remotely,
connecting by Zoom, email and phone, and are also available by appointment.

If you have gotten out of the habit of attending in person, we hope you will plan to return and
experience the joy of being in worship and fellowship together. Thank you for your faithfulness
in prayer and in your participation as we begin this new year together!

Rally Day is Sunday, September 8!
Rally Day is Sunday, September 8! We will return to two services at 8:30 and 10:45 am, with
church school for children and youth at 9:30 am, as we rally back to church as summer winds
down. You are invited to enjoy Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall.

Church School Registration for children and youth starts at 9:15 am in the welcome area
downstairs. We will also present Bibles to all Kindergarten children and 3™ grade children during
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the 10:45 am worship service.

After second service, join us for the traditional Rally Day potluck luncheon, with burgers and hot
dogs along with fellowship and four square! Please bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share.

All Are Welcome at Aldersgate
As a United Methodist congregation, we affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth,
created in the image of God. We affirm that we are an open, welcoming, fully accepting
congregation supportive of all, regardless of age, race, nationality, ethnic background, gender,
sexuality, ability, and physical appearance. In agreement with our New England Conference
Open Spirit Task Force, we are committed to safeguarding the sacred worth and dignity of all
persons in our churches and communities, including those who identify as LGBTQI+ persons.

We are a church that supports every individual’s full participation in the life, ministry,
sacraments, membership, and leadership of the church at any level. We celebrate the blessings
of gender and cultural diversity in our pastors and leadership team.

If we are going to follow Jesus in how we read our Bible, we would be wise to adopt his
filter: love.

This Book Is for Anyone
l Who Has Ever Felt They
A YAS Had to Choose Between
i JARED B Truth and Love

Adult Class Beqgins September 15!

Join us Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the Concord Room or on Zoom for a series of
videos and conversation on Reading the Bible Through A Love-Centered Lens. Q:I
Based on the book, Love Matters More by Jared Byas, this six-week video series

will teach us to make sure all our biblical interpretations lead us to love more like

Jesus. There is no outside classwork required. Come as you are and don’t worry if you have to
miss a class. We will always save you a seat! You can order the book through your favorite
bookseller.

“The proper goal of reading our Bibles isn’t to get it right; it’s to love. Thinking deeply
about theology and how to interpret the Bible is important, but love matters more.

If love can change God’s mind and Jesus changes the meaning of the Bible because of love, we
should be open to the same. Perhaps love should change our minds and our beliefs. Perhaps love
should change how we read the Bible.

There are hundreds of ways to interpret the Bible, let’s make sure all interpretations lead us to
love.”



https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-38eb-0Os5vSiLJxNhhrqoXKzXEOqKiGD57wMUYZJKSODcUEoO6lxGnO3KrLszuin422PQX0jNxPdAzmEfNGf0OmaROWO4OBoF3rrQ-Eo-mo/messages/@.id==AOc_6-pcy5RhZp_JwA2kMEi6BPM/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c72-990678014900
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-38eb-0Os5vSiLJxNhhrqoXKzXEOqKiGD57wMUYZJKSODcUEoO6lxGnO3KrLszuin422PQX0jNxPdAzmEfNGf0OmaROWO4OBoF3rrQ-Eo-mo/messages/@.id==AOc_6-pcy5RhZp_JwA2kMEi6BPM/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c72-990678014900
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-38eb-0Os5vSiLJxNhhrqoXKzXEOqKiGD57wMUYZJKSODcUEoO6lxGnO3KrLszuin422PQX0jNxPdAzmEfNGf0OmaROWO4OBoF3rrQ-Eo-mo/messages/@.id==AOc_6-pcy5RhZp_JwA2kMEi6BPM/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c72-990678014900
https://apis.mail.aol.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-38eb-0Os5vSiLJxNhhrqoXKzXEOqKiGD57wMUYZJKSODcUEoO6lxGnO3KrLszuin422PQX0jNxPdAzmEfNGf0OmaROWO4OBoF3rrQ-Eo-mo/messages/@.id==AOc_6-pcy5RhZp_JwA2kMEi6BPM/content/parts/@.id==2/refresh?appid=AolMailNorrin&ymreqid=d41d8cd9-8f00-b204-1c72-990678014900

Early Bird Bible Application

Early Bird Bible Application resumes on Tuesday 17 September, Early Bird is a gathering of people
who learn, share and grow together on their faith journey. Whether you are a seeker or have been on
the Christian journey for months or years, you are invited to join in the conversation. There is room
in the discussion for you!

The September lessons will be announced in the Sunday bulletin. In October, we will return to
ONE. That discussion will resume with chapter five. Whether you have read ONE or not; or perhaps
want to engage in additional discussion, you are welcome to join the comversation

Early Bird meets on Tuesday mornings at ten o’clock via Zoom. Charles McCrea is the group leader

Current Christian Education Director Search

Your SPRC team has been at work the last few months searching for a Director of Christian Education.
A few candidates came forward, were interviewed, but in the end, we were not a good fit for each
other.

The job description has been placed with the Conference website and we have contacted some local
seminaries.

We could use your help in spreading the word to your community and contacts close to home and far
away. Let's work together to spread a wide net, in hopes that God's choice might be revealed soon!
Until then, please join us in prayer and action as we ALL work to fill the MANY shoes Cheryl
inhabited to continue to bring life and connection to our kids, teens and families.

Not *JUST™ for the ladies!
Summer Reading Discussion Sept. 28— The lessons from the little book

She Did What She Could by Elisa Morgan have stayed in Kim Ward’s Whit St
heart for fifteen years. When questions of “Where do we start?”, “What can S

I do?”, “Is it enough?” cropped up in our discussion around ONE: Unity in

a Divided World, Kim often retold the story of the “woman who did what 3

she could” for Jesus in Mark 14. If you’d like to learn “five words of Jesus
that could change your life, free your spirit and transform the world”, Kim
would like to invite to you borrow a copy of the book from the lobby shelf
and read along with her. Please let her know you are interested in attending
or need help obtaining a book (mikdraw@aol.com). The book is out of print. Books in the lobby
have been used and are in various conditions. Please return the copy you read so someone else
can enjoy it. You may be able to find a copy online, but they are very limited.
Didn’t read the book, but want to join it? PLEASE DO!
September 28, 3:30 pm in the Concord Room for conversation and fall refreshments.
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VBS HIGHLIGHTS!!

What a Wonderful week we had at our ReNew Vacation Bible Camp event! We welcomed

| TT———— ‘ children, youth and adults from our church family and
' ~~  the community.
- A special thank you to all the adult and youth helpers!
We learned about the parable of the Sower, how we can
help our community, and be good stewards of God’s
creation.
Thank you to our guest speakers during the week: Lee
| Wiliams from our church garden, John Bowles from
Grow a Row, Ken Teal from Westford Recycles and
Jane Vooys from The Wish Project. We also collected
items for the Wish Project.




BEST WISHES AND LOVE IN A BOX- SOLDIER MAIL
Thanks so much for everyone’s generosity in providing treats and goodies for
Jasper and his team! They have a few more months of deployment to go and the
doldrums are setting in. Mail and treats from home are a fun way to break up the
day. Here are some treats that you can contribute to the box:

e Pre-cooked bacon that does not need refrigeration (#1 requested & enjoyed by
all!)

e Protein snack bars
e Blueberry or raspberry applesauce cups
e Kodiak microwaveable waffles or pancakes in a cup

e Dried fruit of all kinds- peach, apple, pineapple,
blueberry, etc.

e Microwave popcorn, especially kettle corn flavor

e Electrolyte drink mix single serving packets
e Iced tea or lemonade mix- single serve directions or packets
e Boxes of liquid creamer packs instead of powder

e Tooth flossers

Fall is on its way as well as the one year anniversary of their deployment. Simple
decorations or holiday foods can help bridge the distance. Maple, apple or pumpkin
flavored treats, and Halloween or fall leaf themed decorations like window clings,
print outs, banners, etc., will perk up their surroundings.



Women’s Daytimers Breakfast Club

We meet once a month on Friday mornings at 10 am at a local restaurant |
for breakfast and socializing. Please contact Chantale Shepard at 978-
250-9573 for more details or if you are interested in being added to the
email list. We welcome new members.

Single Ladies Dining Out

Single Ladies Dining Out will have dinner together on September
28th at 4:30pm at Herradura Vieja Restaurant Mexicano, in
;4 Chelmsford at 7 Summer Street. Please RSVP by Thursday
| September 26th to Betsy Campbell 978-256-9400 or by email to
aldersgatechelmsford@verizon.net so that she can reserve a table
Iarge enough. If you are a single lady and would enjoy a dinner
- out and lots of fun conversation, we would love to have you join

us. Please talk to Betsy for more information.

Book Club in the Concord Room and on Zoom
Here are the upcoming book picks for August, September and October. If
you haven’t yet picked, think of your pick and let Deb know what you would
like to choose.
Sept. 24 is “Frozen River” by Ariel Lawhon (Judy’s).

7 g Oct. 29" is “Circling the Sun” by Paula McLain. (Mary's pick).
November 26th is “Code Name Heline” by Ariel Lawhon (Kim’s pick)

Upper Room Daily Discipline

For those of you who use The Upper Room Daily Discipline, the September/October issue is now
on the Welcome rack.
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BLOOD

EMERGENCY

Blood donors needed now G e

Red Cross

ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
BLOOD DRIVE

242 Boston Rd.
September 13, 2024
9a.m. to 2p.m.

Come to give Sept. 1 thru Sept 15 for an Exclusive Red Cross raglan
shirt, while supplies last.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: Chelmsford to schedule
an appointment.

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to
complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment.

1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

& 2021 The Amencan National Red Cross | 347401-01 OW
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Birthdays and Anniversaries — September
We celebrate a Happy Birthday and a Happy Anniversary for the following:

When you see them, you can celebrate with them or send them a card on their special day.
September Birthdays

Sept 1 - Rich Regan B]RTH - AY
Sept 7 — Cate Lehan ey
Sept 10 - Dottie Newcomb N

Sept 11 - Clewis Howe g
Sept 12 — Owen B.

Sept 13 — Kim Ward

Sept 17 — Lisa Marson

Sept 22 — Isaac P.

Sept 30 — Aurora M. 5 HAPP

NNIV ARY
§ LANNEREATY,,
L

September Anniversaries
Sept 2 — Val and Mike Shupe

If we have missed your big days, please send them by email, to Betsy in the office at
aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net or call 978-256-9400 so she can add your names
and dates to the lists for the Advocates for the coming months. We can then
recognize the milestones in your life and celebrate with you.

ATTENTION HANDBELL PLAYERS
This notice is for all past bell players. Our Shepherd Bell Choir could occasionally use a substitute
or 2 at Thursday evening 7:30 practice in fellowship hall. We do have 1 sub at present but would
love to have more. Please send Maylis your name so she could call on you for when a sub is
needed.

Change for change
Change for change is growing again. Thanks to everyone in the Aldersgate family, we are donating
$500 to Alternative House in Lowell. Alternative House provides shelter and services to victims of
domestic violence. Over the years, donations now exceeds $20,000. God is Good. It is amazing
how nickels, dimes and quarters can yield help for so many causes. Thank you all for
contributing.

Next up for Change for Change is Newhouse Wildlife Rescue in Chelmsford. Newhouse is dedicated
to providing Rehab and services needed for local wildlife here in Chelmsford. You can learn more at
their website. So when you hearing clinking change think of how we are helping. Thank you!
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Mighty Men

We had a great experience on Saturday on a project at 70 Boston
Road, Westford. The crew was Rick Newcomb, Dan Ward, Mike
Kane, Chris Sargent, Pastor Bob and me. In fact, our assignment
was for 7 hours but we completed everything in 4. That may not
be how it always worked but we were not complaining.

We worked on the barn, which has been gutted and will become
two 3 bedroom condos. Given the work is close to the beginning
of the project our primary job was jack hammering the cement
floor in the basement around the support beams.

Not what we were imagined for work but we took the opportunity with enthusiasm and worked
great together. Rick even got recruited to make saw horses with another volunteer. Admittedly, |
did not do any jack hammering but hauled the broken bits to the dumpster.

See the church’s Facebook page to see some shots of the team.

Next Event: We had so much fun that we are now signed up
for Oct. 26, also in the same building. It will be great to
observe the progress and be put to work on other chores. John
Maslowski (I nicknamed him ‘Bob the Builder’ is great in
managing the work depending on the talents of the volunteers.
By request this will be for Mighty Men and Women as there is
much interest in being part of this. We can have up to 12 so
please let me know if you are interested.

To volunteer go to: www.lowellhabitat.org/what-you-can-
do/volunteer. If you have trouble just contact:

Kathy Georgopoulos,
Outreach Coordinator

Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Lowell

68 Tadmuck Road, Unit 1
Westford, MA 01886
Kathy@Lowellhabitat.org
www.lowellhabitat.org
tel: (978) 656-6591



http://www.lowellhabitat.org/what-you-can-do/volunteer
http://www.lowellhabitat.org/what-you-can-do/volunteer
mailto:Kathy@Lowellhabitat.org
http://www.lowellhabitat.org/

MilitaryHolidayCardChallenge.com
The primary goal of Holiday Cards for our Military Challenge
Is the collection and delivery of personalized, signed
expressions of respect, caring and gratitude to deployed U.S.
troops. Veterans, & Military Families.

I have holiday cards prepared. If you would consider writing a
message inside some cards, just let me know. | have
suggestions to help with what to say. Deadline to send in
November 1.

i A& M b BN &

Welcome to our new Season of Music at Aldersgate!

If you have been thinking about joining one of our choirs and/or would like to offer your musical gifts
to the glory of God and for the enrichment of our church's ministry, we invite you to come to our
rehearsals. New members are always welcome!

We will kick off the choir season with a potluck dinner this Tuesday, September 3rd, at 6:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall. A short rehearsal will follow in the sanctuary choir loft.

The rehearsal schedule for our handbell choirs will be forthcoming. If you would like to try handbell
ringing, we would love to have you join. Previous musical experience is always helpful, but not
necessary. We’ll teach you to read music!

If you play an instrument and would like to play at church, please let us know that also!

For questions and more information about any of our groups or opportunities to participate in our
program, please contact Maylis at mdelafer@yahoo.com

We are looking forward to having you join us in worship for some wonderful music-making!



mailto:mdelafer@yahoo.com

God’s Garden Update

Last spring, during our Green Sunday activities, the children and youth planted potatoes in the
church garden. The potato plants grew well all summer. A couple weeks ago, during Vacation
Bible Camp, the children and youth helpers were able to see the results. They dug in the soil and
searched for potatoes. They were persistent and did a great job, harvesting 24 pounds of
potatoes! They also harvested a nice basket of cherry tomatoes. Everyone sampled the tomatoes,
and they each took home a potato for dinner.

It’s been a good year for the garden. Last
week, we offered tomatoes, cucumbers and
peppers as salad fixings for the dinner at St
Paul’s. The rest of the harvest was delivered
to the food pantry.

We’re also keeping an eye on the fruit

trees. They’re only a few years old, so it’s too
early for them to produce a crop. But we do
have a pair of pears growing, and they look
very promising.



