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Pastoral Letter – May 2024: “Unity in the Diversity” 

 

 After I left the army in 2001, I had to go back to college to resume my studies in theology. 

However, I felt it was meaningless because I did not want to be a pastor. My parents thought 

getting some fresh air would be a good idea. So, I visited and stayed with my uncle’s family in 

Baltimore. At that time, my English was very poor. During the week, I worked. On Sundays, I 

joined my relatives attending a Korean immigrant church. Singing familiar hymns and listening 

to the sermon in Korean was nice. Being a thousand miles away from home, it felt good to connect 

with a Korean community, speak Korean, and eat Korean food. One Sunday, I saw a United 

Methodist Church on the same block as the Korean church. I felt curious about what that church 

was like and wanted to try it.  

 As I entered the church, the pastor welcomed me warmly. I told him that I was studying 

theology in Korea. He told me that he graduated from Boston University School of Theology. He 

smiled and said, “You should go to BU.” I answered awkwardly, “Oh, ok.” As the worship began, 

I witnessed something I never experienced before. The congregation was mixed of blacks, 

Latinos, and whites. Such diversity was a shock for me, especially coming from a “homogenous 

society.” The music pastor sat at the piano and led the congregation in singing hymns beautifully 

and energetically. The pastor preached his sermon enthusiastically while walking the center aisle 

back and forth. I felt deeply touched by the spirit of unity among the congregation amid their 

diversity.  

 However, after returning to the U.S. to study at BU in 2004, I came to learn that my 

experience in Baltimore was rather odd than common. As Deidra Riggs, the author of One, echoes 

the words of Martin Luther King Jr., many of us may agree with her sentiment that 10 am on 

Sundays is still the most segregated hour of the week in America. At least, this has been true in 

my pastoral experiences. Despite the catchy motto of UMC, “Open Hearts, Open Minds, and 

Open Doors,” we do not seem to grow in diversity quickly enough. Our denomination mandates 

clergy take anti-racism training, while the conference offers various training on hospitality, 

diversity, and anti-racism. However, I wonder if these trainings have actually contributed to the 

diversity within local churches today.  

 Certainly, the question about unity in diversity is not an easy one. Of course, our 

workshops, seminars, and training are essential to help us understand how racism, sexism, and 

classism intersect and continue to create invisible walls within the church. However, they do not 

seem to help white mainline churches grow in their diversity. So, what is the problem? First of 

all, I believe that diversity is primarily a gift from God, not the product of our human effort. As 

we are about to celebrate Pentecost Sunday on May 19, the biblical story from Acts 2 tells us that 

people gathered in one place, the Holy Spirit came like the “rush of a wind,” touching each person. 



 

People were filled with the Holy Spirit and started speaking in different languages. Many 

churches yearn for diversity in them, but it is God who grants it as the gift of the Holy Spirit.   

 Secondly, just because diversity is a gift from God, it does not mean that we sit idle and 

wait until the Holy Spirit miraculously changes us. As people in Acts 2 gathered to pray to God, 

lifting one another, we need to gather and live out God's radical love for one another. This might 

sound cliché to us. “Of course, we love one another.” But the love I mention here is love for 

strangers, love for those who are different from us. In one of her videos, Riggs shares her 

testimony about her family accidentally visiting a predominantly white church and feeling 

awkward to be there. It would have been the last thing on their mind to go back there. However, 

that Sunday afternoon, the pastor came to visit her house and spend time with her family. The act 

of hospitality and care from the pastor brought Rigg’s family back to the church, and they 

eventually became members of the church. 

 While many Christians and churches these days seem preoccupied with how they are 

perceived as welcoming and friendly people, I daresay that the act of embracing diversity is 

essentially concerned with the cross that we follow Christ by denying ourselves and taking up 

our cross daily (Luke 9:23). Our natural instinct is not necessarily to perceive those who are 

different from us as our neighbors and befriend them. Look at all the divisions and tribalism in 

our society today. Instead, it takes a prayerful discipline to confront our natural habit and follow 

Christ, who brings to his flock those whom we did not necessarily choose or even the least 

anticipated. Such an act of radical hospitality does not make us merely comfortable or feel good. 

Instead, it makes us uncomfortable.  

 And yet, that is how Christ saves us in our separation from God. Apostle Paul says in 

Romans 5:7-8, “Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person ... But God proves God’s 

love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.” Most of us would not even die 

for another person no matter how good they are. But Christ gave his life for us while we were 

“enemies” (v10) and reconciled us to God. Therefore, if we consider unity as a gift from Christ, 

the only way we can anticipate it is by being like Christ, who calls us to die to ourselves, our 

egos, and our values. This is why Paul says in Philippians 2:3, “In humility regard others as better 

than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others” 

(Philippians 2:3-4).  

 While pursuing my academic program at BU, I attended a predominantly black 

congregation. I was the only Asian in the congregation. Was I in the wrong place? As I sat in the 

pews awkwardly, an elderly woman came to me and said, “This is your new home. We will love 

you very much.” Another man came to sit next to me and helped me understand the order of the 

worship. Everything was new to me. Black gospel music. Extemporaneous prayer. Call and 

Response. Shouting and Dancing. Besides, I did not understand 80% of what people were saying. 

My English was poor. But I felt the love of God through their worship and hospitality with me. 

And I went back Sunday after Sunday.  

A couple of months later, I wanted to join the church but did not know how and when. I 

spoke about this with the senior pastor who said, “I will take care of it.” After his energetic sermon 

one Sunday, he said, “Now we open the door of the church. Anyone who is seeking a church 

home and be a disciple of Christ, please come forward.” I did not even know this was the sign 

that I could join the church. As I was sitting confused, another member, at the signal of the pastor, 



 

came to me, took my hand, and brought me forward. The pastor introduced me, “This is our new 

brother.” Everyone, including the young and old, came forward to give me a hug and welcome 

me as their own.  

I also pray that God pours God’s Spirit upon Aldersgate so that it becomes a place where 

people are welcomed, embraced, healed, and empowered. I pray that Aldersgate becomes a place 

where the Holy Spirit touches on everyone, giving us different gifts, and binding us with God’s 

love for us and God’s world.  

Pastor Bob 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Aldersgate is looking for a new Director of Christian Education! 
Cheryl is retiring after 25 years of ministry as Aldersgate's Director of Christian Education. She 

has guided generations of kids through mission trips, VBS, Sunday School, and so much more. 

If you or someone you know is interested in this position, please reach out to the Staff Parish 

Relations Committee Chair Dan Ward or to Pastor Bob. We'll share more details about the 

position and the hiring process. We hope to have someone in place by the fall. 

 

And be sure to mark your calendars for June 9th the Celebration of Ministry, where we'll have 

food and fun and crafts as we celebrate Cheryl. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Aldersgate Scholarship at Middlesex Community College Reaches $20,000 

 
At the April 7 services, we presented a check for $12,600 to representatives of Middlesex 

Community College (MCC).  The money increased the amount in our scholarship fund to 

reach the $20,000 level that will allow a $1,000 scholarship to be awarded annually in 

perpetuity.  The funds provided came from a portion of the income earned in 2023 from 

our Endowment Fund.  While $1,000 may not sound like much in today’s higher educational 

systems, the average total cost per year is less than $5,000, and a $1,000 scholarship is often 

the difference between getting an education and not. 

 

We received a thank you letter from MCC which reads, in part, “Thank you for establishing 

The Aldersgate UMC, Chelmsford, Scholarship to benefit BIPOC students at Middlesex 

Community College as they work toward their degree and joining our community in the 

workforce. As you already know the impact of this scholarship has, now that it has been 

endowed, it will continue to assist our students for many, many years to come.  Supporting 

students’ academic endeavors and providing opportunities to improve their lives and the lives 

through their career choices and giving back to others in need is indeed life-changing.”  

 



 

Welcoming our new member, Louise Kuzmich   
 

 

She grew up in Newton, MA, and was baptized at UMC in 

Newtonville. She was trained as a nurse and worked at Newton-Wellesley Hospital. She and her 

family moved to Billerica and lived there for 55 years, raising their two boys. Her husband got 

ill and passed away six years ago. A year ago, she had surgery to replace the valves in her heart 

and unfortunately, had a stroke. She prayed to God, surrendering her life to God. Thankfully, 

she has been recovering well for the past months, gaining strength through physical therapy. 

She now lives at Brightview, an assisted living facility in Billerica. She wishes to share her 

story of gratitude and grace with anyone she meets at her place. Her sons live in Florida. Louise 

wanted to renew her Methodist roots and became a new member of Aldersgate UMC via 

transfer of her membership on April 26, 2024. She is grateful to be a new part of the Aldersgate 

family and hopes to worship with us in person soon.  

 

Louise’s address is 199 Concord Rd – Unit 238,  Billerica, MA 01821 

It would be great if you could send her a note of welcome from her Aldersgate Family. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Drivers Wanted! 
We are compiling a list of people willing to drive people to church services who are unable to get 

to Aldersgate otherwise.  If you are willing to be on such a list, please let Betsy in the office 

know.  We will match you with people who are “on your way.”  If we have enough volunteers, it 

would not be an “every week” commitment.  Won’t you help us bring the unchurched into the 

fold? 

 



 

Dear Sponsor, 

With Spring comes warmer weather and the start of my 2024 Pan-Mass Challenge outdoor 

training. The PMC raises more money for charity than any other fund raising  event in the 

country. Last year we raised $72,000,000 for Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, which brings our 

total since 1980 to $972,000,000! This year we expect to bring that 

number to well over $1 BILLION! 100% of every rider-raised 

dollar goes directly to the Dana Farber Cancer Institute. 

This is my 19th year riding the PMC to help the Dana Farber doctors 

continue their life-saving work. Among their many developments, the 

doctors at DFCI are making advances in targeted cancer treatments 

and genetic research, identifying inherited genetic changes that 

increase the risk of certain cancers. Early detection and early 

treatments increase the chances for favorable outcomes. 

I started riding for Erika, who succumbed to a brain tumor when she 

was just 6 years old. She used to tell people she “spells her name with a “K” because it’s strong 

and straight, and she’s too bold for a curlyque “C.” 

Then I kept riding for my husband Greg, who was treated at Dana-Farber for three years for a 

rare form of non-Hodgkins lymphoma. Despite the excellent care we received, they couldn’t 

achieve a sustained remission. We lost him in 2012. 

I ride for my niece, Emily, who was diagnosed with leukemia when she was 6 years old. She 

recently, celebrated her 41st birthday! 

I ride for my partner, John, who is a 2 time cancer survivor. We have been given the gift of time 

together. I ride so that others might have more time with the ones they love. 

The list goes on, but you get the idea… 

Researchers are making great strides in cancer treatment and 

care. Survivors are living longer with improved quality of life 

and every penny I can raise toward that end is a triumph. That’s 

why it’s so important to me to continue to ride and raise money 

to help Dana-Farber in their fight against cancer. My goal is to 

raise $19,000 this year. Won’t you help me by giving what you 

can? This is your chance to be One in a Billion! 

If there is someone special that you would like me to ride for, 

please share their name and whether it is in honor, or in 

memory. You can donate online by clicking on this link: 

https://profile.pmc.org/MD0202. If you prefer, you can write a check made out to PMC and 

mail it to me at 6 Sterling Lane, Westford, MA 01886. 

I thank you in advance for your generosity and your continued support. 

Blessings, 

Marcia 

https://profile.pmc.org/MD0202
https://profile.pmc.org/MD0202


 

“One – Unity in a Divided World” 

YOU are invited to our ALL Church Study of One – Unity in a Divided World by Deidre Riggs! 

There are several small group opportunities to participate, 

including: 

• Sunday at 9:45 am in the Concord Room and via Zoom, 

led by members of the Adult Ed committee. No need to sign 

up. Come one, come all!   

• Early Bird on Tuesdays at 10:00 am via Zoom, led by 

Charles McCrea. Zoom link in Friday email or contact 

Charles.   

• Tuesdays at 7:00 pm led by Kim and Dan Ward and 

Dawn and David Jones at the Wards’. Sign up in the lobby or 

contact the hosts.  

• Thursdays at 10:00 am in the Concord Room and via Zoom, led by Pastor Bob. No need 

to sign up. Come one, come all!   

• Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Concord Room and via Zoom, led by Peter Smyton. Sign up 

in the lobby or contact Peter.   

Watch for which chapters are being covered in the classes in the Sunday announcements.  Even 

if the group with your preferred time is well underway, it is not too late.  You are always welcome!  

And you can switch between groups over time to better fit your schedule.  For more information, 

please refer to the flyer in the welcome area and the April Advocate. Books are available online 

or in the lobby for a suggested donation of $10. It’s not too late to lead a group. To volunteer or 

if you have questions, contact Kim (mikdraw@aol.com).  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ONE 
 

Aldersgate is focusing on our commitment to being a united community of diverse people 

connected by ONE Lord, ONE Faith, ONE God and Father of all. We are many parts of ONE 

body. Together, we are reading and discussing ONE- Unity in a Divided World and exploring 

how we can love ONE another well, even in a time of rampant disagreement on all manner of 

things. We are working to join our hearts and minds, through time and 

conversation together, to spur ONE another to love our neighbors and love 

God better.  

As we deepen our church family’s connections with ONE another, together 

we are building a tree in the lobby to create ONE piece of art. When the 

trunk and branches appear on the lobby wall, we invite you to choose a leaf 

decal and place it on a branch. Parents help your child choose and place 

their leaf on the tree OR they can design and create their very own leaf to 

add to a branch. If you can’t make it into the church over the next six weeks, 

contact Betsy in the office or Kim Ward (mikdraw@aol.com) and we will add your piece.  

 

Watch the beauty of many becoming ONE over the coming weeks! 



 

 

Reflections from ONE- Unity in a divided world by Deidra Riggs 
Several groups are discussing the themes and challenges in this book. If you 

are not in a group, we hope the following will give you an opportunity to be a 

part of the wider conversation.  

 

From the Introduction (page 16) 

“I would argue that what we’ve watered down is not the gospel, but our understanding of love in 

the kingdom of God. This love transcends patriotism, ethnocentricity, language, belief, and even 

reciprocity. Consider the example of Christ who, in a supreme demonstration of God’s love for 

us, died in our place while we were yet sinners. The love God calls us to is greater than life. To 

love like this is to live in such a way that, should we ever be faced with the choice, we too would 

pay with our lives as a demonstration of our love.” 

 

From Chapter Two (page 59) 

“It is hard to remember that the kind of love we are called to makes no exceptions and leaves no 

one out. The love of God saves us. Together. To make that message clear to us, again, God send 

the Holy Spirit in that mysterious encounter on Pentecost. The disciples, we are told, were all 

together, in one place. (see Acts 2:1) 

This is who we are. We are together people. We are in-one-place people. We need to keep 

reminding ourselves of this. We are our tribe. All of us. Together. We need to keep reminding 

one another. I need you to remind me. You need me to remind you.” 

 

Scripture from The Message 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

“Christ’s love has moved me to such extremes. His love has the first and last word in everything 

we do. 

14-15 Our firm decision is to work from this focused center: One man died for everyone. That puts 

everyone in the same boat. He included everyone in his death so that everyone could also be 

included in his life, a resurrection life, a far better life than people ever lived on their own. 

16-20 Because of this decision we don’t evaluate people by what they have or how they look. We 

looked at the Messiah that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We certainly don’t look 

at him that way anymore. Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the 

Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The old life is gone; a new life emerges! Look at it! All 

this comes from the God who settled the relationship between us and him, and then called us to 

settle our relationships with each other. God put the world square with himself through the 

Messiah, giving the world a fresh start by offering forgiveness of sins. God has given us the task 

of telling everyone what he is doing. We’re Christ’s representatives. God uses us to persuade men 

and women to drop their differences and enter into God’s work of making things right between 

them. We’re speaking for Christ himself now: Become friends with God; he’s already a friend 

with you. 

21 How? you ask. In Christ. God put the wrong on him who never did anything wrong, so we 

could be put right with God.” 



 

 

Questions to ponder and discuss with a friend. 

• How have you been enlarged by people who are different from you? 

• What kinds of experiences and events make it difficult for you to love your neighbor 

well? Why? 

• Think about the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry. What can we learn about 

how Jesus responded to people who were different from him? How is your response to 

those who are not like you the same as Jesus’s response? How is it different? 

• How do we love well? 

• What is one step you can take to offer yourself in the “ministry of reconciliation” that St. 

Paul describes in 2 Corinthians 5:18-20?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aldersgate Holy Strollers 
The days are warming. The birds are singing. The flowers and trees are 

blooming. Come hike with Aldersgate’s Holy Strollers hiking group and 

enjoy God’s beautiful nature. The group hikes once a week on local 

conservation land and trails in Bedford, Billerica, Carlisle, Chelmsford, 

Lowell and Westford. The hikes are usually 2.5 to 3 miles or about 1 to 

1.5 hours on wooded trails which often have rocks and roots. We 

occasionally hike on paved paths, too. The group usually hikes on 

Thursday at 9:30 am when the weather is hot or 1:00 pm when the weather is cold. If the Thursday 

weather forecast is rain or snow, the hike will shift to another weekday.  On Sunday night or 

Monday morning an email is sent out to the group indicating the day, time and location of the 

hike. The email also includes a Google map link to the trailhead and a link to the trail map. A 

person from the group will meet at the church for anyone who wishes to carpool to the trailhead. 

You don’t need to commit to every week. Hike when you can. If you wish to join us and be 

included on the email notification for the hike or want more information contact Rick Newcomb, 

email: rnewcomb@comcast.net or Peter Smyton, email: thesmytonfamily@comcast.net. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Men’s Group Notes 
On Saturday 27 April men of Aldersgate 

gathered in the Fellowship Hall for breakfast, 

conversation, knowledge exchange and 

fellowship. Mike Kane prepared a delicious 

breakfast which we all enjoyed. To 

demonstrate just how much it was enjoyed, 

more than a few voluntarily partook of a 

second serving. Shout out to Mike!! 

 

Dan 

Ward 

shared 

details of his research and writing his latest book "Punk." 

If you want to learn a bit about Punk music, innovation, 

and creativity, get a copy of Dan's book and talk with the 

author. We found out that there several others familiar with 

Punk and its history. 

IMPACT! 

There was some brainstorming on how the men might be impactful in the church, family and 

community. We will take this up at the May breakfast.   

The May breakfast will be 8:00 - 9:30 am on Saturday the eighteenth. Put the date on your 

calendar so you too can be part of the discussion and fellowship. 

 

about:blank
about:blank


 

Garden Update 
 

The planting season has begun in our church garden.  We’ve planted peas, lettuce, and 

chard.  The youth helped by planting the potatoes this year.  It will be fun to watch the new 

crops grow.  

 

Our annual Plant Swap/Sale is on Sunday, May 12, in the back parking lot after each 

service.  Please stop by and find a perennial or vegetable seedling for your lawn or garden, and 

help the garden club offset the costs of compost and fertilizer.  Thank you! 

 

New Composting Bin 
 Aldersgate now has a curbside collection service for food scraps.  The 13-gallon green compost 

bin is stored in the kitchen.  It will be picked up by Black Earth Compost every other 

Wednesday.  In return, we'll receive a 40-pound bag of finished compost for the garden each 

year.  This is a great way for us to reduce our trash, diverting organic waste from the incinerator 

into nutrients for the soil.  

  

What can go in the bin?  There's a detailed list of acceptable items on the lid.  Any food scraps 

are okay, including meat and dairy.  Also paper products, like napkins and paper towels, that 

have been used with food only (not for blowing nose or cleaning with chemicals).  Most paper 

plates, cups and plastic ware are NOT compostable.  Only BPI, CMA, or OK COMPOST 

certified products are acceptable (see the logos on the list).  The most important thing is to 

keep out any contaminants, like fruit stickers, plastic, and non-certified paper 

products.  If in doubt, stick to just food scraps.  Please "snap" the lid shut when you're 

finished.  

  

Thanks for your help making Aldersgate a better steward of God's beautiful creation!  If you 

have any questions or concerns about this new program, please see Lee Williams or another 

Trustee. 

_ 

 



 

Women’s Daytimers Breakfast Club 

We meet once a month, Friday mornings at 10 am at a local restaurant 

for breakfast and socializing.  Please contact Chantale Shepard at 978-

250-9573 for more details or if you are interested in being added to the 

email list. We welcome new members.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Single Ladies Dining Out 

Single Ladies Dining Out will have lunch together on May 25th at 2 pm at 

the Copper Door at 41 S. Broadway, Salem NH 03078. Please RSVP by 

Thursday May 16th to Betsy Campbell 978-256-9400 or by email to 

aldersgatechelmsford@verizon.net so that she can reserve a table large 

enough.  If you are a single lady and would enjoy a dinner out and lots of fun 

conversation, we would love to have you join us. Please talk to Betsy for more 

information.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Club in the Concord Room and on Zoom 

Here are the upcoming book picks for April. May and June.  If you 

haven’t yet picked, think of your pick and let Deb know what you 

would like to choose. 

May 28 we will discuss Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 

(Judy’s book).  

June 25 we will discuss Happiness Falls by Angie Kim (Betsey’s 

pick.) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Birthdays and Anniversaries – May 

We celebrate a Happy Birthday and a Happy Anniversary for the following:  

When you see them, you can celebrate with them or send them a card on their special day. 

May Birthdays 

May 6 – Samuel R                                                                             

May 6 – Laura Brown 

May 6 – Jayne Yeuell 

May 9 – Diane van Buren 

May 10 – Steve Johnson 

May 24 – Ray Brown 

May 28 – Jillian Jones 

May Anniversaries 

May 23 - David and Dawn Jones wedding anniversary  

If we have missed your big days, please send them by email, to Betsy in the office at 

aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net or call 978-256-9400 so she can add your names 

and dates to the lists for the Advocates for the coming months. We can then 

recognize the milestones in your life and celebrate with you.   

mailto:aldersgatechelmsford@verizon.net
mailto:aldersgetechelmsford@verizon.net


 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

Easter Egg Hunt Celebration! 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Green Sunday Outdoor Activities! 

Thank you to Lee and Wendy for helping the children plant 
potatoes in our church garden.  Thank you to Melinda for sharing 
the puzzle activity with us to help us better understand what 
impact various things have on our Earth.  The children also 
reused plastic bottles to make bird feeders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Children and Youth Chime Time 

This music opportunity is for children and youth in 3rd – 8th grade.  We meet 

downstairs in rooms 7&8. 

Tuesdays, December 10th & 17th from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.  We will have supper 

from 5:00 – 5:30 p.m. and practice chimes from 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. 

                         MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
                                    SUNDAY, MAY 12TH 

                                      9:00 – 10:30 A.M. 

MENU: 

MINI EGG FRITTATA’S 

SAUSAGE 

PANCAKES WITH ASSORTED TOPPINGS 

FRUIT CUPS 

VEGAN & GLUTEN FREE SELECTION TOO! 

CHURCH SCHOOL FAMILIES - PLEASE COME TO BREAKFAST AT 9:00 

A.M. SO YOU CAN ATTEND CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES AT 9:30 A.M 

 

 

LAST DAY OF CHURCH SCHOOL – MAY 12TH! 

 

 

Confirmation/Pentecost Sunday - May 19th!  

Confirmation Sunday will be on May 19th.   
We will have one service at 9:30 a.m. followed by a luncheon for all.   

 
This is also Pentecost Sunday and Bishop Peggy Johnson will be preaching.   

 
We hope you can join us for this very special service when we confirm and welcome Sara, Kate, 

Gabriel, and Finn as official members of our church family! 
 



 

JUNIOR YOUTH UPCOMING EVENT! 
This fellowship group is for youth in grades 5th – 7th grade.  Friends are always welcome! 

 

Water Fun Night! 
June 7th  
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.    
We will have lots of fun with water!  You may get wet so bring a towel! 
 

 
SENIOR YOUTH UPCOMING EVENTS!          

All youth in grades 8 – 12 are welcome to join us at any time.  
Mother’s Day Breakfast    
Sunday, May 12th from 8:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
Come help cook and serve breakfast!  (7th graders will join us)  
 

Wanakee Mission Trip – for youth in grades 7 - 12 
Monday, July 8th – Friday, July 12th  
Watch for more details coming – save the date! 

 

Summer Camp Programs 

The New England Conference offers many summer camping opportunities for all ages. 
Please visit this website: www.neumc.orgcampsandretreatcenters to find out more 
information. There are scholarships available to all children and youth who attend a 
camp program, thanks to our Doris Miller Camp Scholarship Fund.  
 

 

ALDERSGATE U.M.C.  
SUMMER VACATION BIBLE CAMP 

MONDAY, AUGUST 19TH - FRIDAY, AUGUST 23RD 
                                      9:00 A.M. – NOON 
                                             AGES 4 - 12 
Summer is just around the corner, and here at Aldersgate U.M.C. we’re planning an exciting 
Vacation Bible Camp experience!  Sign up today for ReNew: The Green VBS!   
ReNew Vacation Bible Camp invites children to learn about Jesus, help build our community, and 
grow as they become stewards of God’s creation.   
Registration forms can be found downstairs in the welcome area. 
The cost for participating is $20.00 per child and a family max of $60.00.  Please let Cheryl Ortolf 
know if you would like to help.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.neumc.orgcampsandretreatcenters/


 

 
VBS Registration Form 

August 19 – 23, 2024 

from 9 a.m. – noon 

For children: 4 - 12 years old 
Cost to register: $20.00 per child, family max of $60.00 

    

Student’s Name  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Family/Guardian Name  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address  ___________________________________________________ 

Phone Numbers:  Home ______________________   Cell _____________________    

Date of birth ________________  Age _____________   Last school grade completed ___________________ 

Home Church (if any)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friends of your child at this church  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Special Needs/Allergies/Medical Information/Other:   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contacts Name _____________________________________________________          

Phone __________________________________ 

Name ______________________________________________________________________         

 Phone __________________________________ 

Name(s) of person(s) who may pick up this child from VBS   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Photo Release: Aldersgate United Methodist Church has my permission to use my child’s photograph publicly in 

VBS materials. I understand the images may be used in print publications, online publications, presentations, 

websites, and social media. I also understand that no royalty, fee or other compensation shall become payable to me 

by reason of such use. 

Parent/Guardian’s signature: ________________________________________________  

Date_____________________ 



 

 

 

OUTREACH… 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Change for Change 

Change for Change continues to contribute to others. In the fall, 

our youth selected the Alzheimer's Association as a candidate. 

$400 has been collected by change and will be donated. Our 

Adult ED team has selected the Alternative House in Lowell as 

our next candidate. Change matters. God is Good. 

From Kim – Chair of Adult Ed 

“Adult Ed would like the next Change for Change designation 

to go to Alternative House in Lowell, a domestic violence 

shelter.  We'd love the announcement to include a logo, their 

slogan "There is no excuse for abuse" and link to the 

website.”   https://www.alternative-house.org/  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear Leaders and Members of Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 

 

Thank you so much for allowing the South Row community to continue to use the parking 

lot of your church as overflow parking for various South Row PTO sponsored events.  We 

sincerely appreciate your continued support and understanding when we host such large 

scale events that would require our families to park at your church.  Please don’t ever 

hesitate to reach out should there ever be something of concern or any other matter or 

event we should communicate about or partner with you on. 

Please accept the following $250 check as a token community gift to your church for being 

so understanding of our continued overflow use of your parking lot. 

With warmest wishes, 

Courtney Cooper 

Treasurer 

South Row School PTO 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Thank you from Rebecca Biggar 

 

Thank you so much Aldersgate Family for the beautiful bouquet of flowers and get-well 

cards.  These thoughtful spiritual gifts certainly boosted my spirits. 

 

Rebecca Bigger 

 

https://www.alternative-house.org/


 

To Our Aldersgate Family, 

 

Thank you for all your Love and Support that you have given us during the recent passing 

of our Husband, Father, Grandfather and Friend, Bruce Sargent.  The services were 

beautiful, and Charles did an amazing job singing.  Many people commented on his 

beautiful voice and amazing talent.  The mercy meal was so appreciated, and everything 

was delicious.   

Thank you again, 

The Family of Bruce W. Sargent 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank you from the Marson Family 

 

A very big thank you to our Aldersgate family for the care, love and kindness shown to me 

and my family.  You have helped to make this time of loss a little easier to bear and we are 

grateful.   

 

God’s blessings and peace be with you always. 

 

The Marson Family 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dear Aldersgate Family, 

 

My family and I want to especially thank you for your prayers and many acts of kindness 

during my January 12 day hospital stay for CHF (congestive heart failure.)  Your prayers 

said for us gave us hope during a very scary time.  Pastor Bob & Sungha 's visits and our 

prayer leader, Dottie Newcomb's time spent in the ER and continued visits during my 

hospitalization provided special comfort. 

  

The numerous cards and notes received at the hospital and home were most appreciated 

and uplifting.  The Meal Train contributions made possible by Suzanne Hevelone were 

delicious and reflected much time shopping and preparation for my cardiac restricted diet. 

Jane Vooys' delivery of a beautiful flower arrangement from the church altar with the 

church family note spoke volumes about your generosity, love, and support. These things 

done for us on your behalf made our lives easier during a very critical time.  

  

Hebrews 13:16 says "Don't forget to be doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices 

God is well pleased."   We thank you for living out this verse in our lives, and to each one 

of you we are thankful. 

 

Blessings and Love,  Jan & Family 

 


